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TO THE 4 READER. 
T Hat you may khow onrProceedings , how wee are 


the D#- 


VaFrate 


Wn, 
»4 
Y on tides 


-N 
ER 


eurday atnight, On the LO&XD'S DAT following, we 


dcſired roexpreſic our ſelues ro che: People in prelence 
of the Minilferic » burthe Pulpits and Kirkes were alto- 


gether refuſed ; andtherefore in the molt convenient 
place wee could haue, ſ#b dios and at ſuch houres as were 
., vacant fram the ordinaric exerciſes of publicke Wor- 
: ſhip, wal delyverd our Meſſage in the Audience of 

. After our laſt Sermon, 'rowardes Evening, wee 


_ Found,r ourlabour was not in vayne in the LOR D: 
Taſ - of ſpeciall note, bork for place and 


de , mages rar to the COFE. 
NANT. ving the ns po wing o__ ſome 
parts of the Countrey , ( where es the Presbyteries 
Alforde and Deare , who had ſubſcrybed LS: ohe 
Moderator, m—_ of the Presbytenie cf Aberdene, . 
the Presbyrecic people of Tarreff » afrcr they were 
. farisfiedin ſome ſcraples, did alſolubſcryb: )- wee re- 
turned the next Saturday to Aberdene ; where findin 

that ſome others had ſubſcrybed that weeke, wee reſof? 
ved to Preach vpon the morne. That night wee receaved 


” with willips hear. and area readiveS of 


- ae? 4 an}s ty before our returne, horae, wee haue . 
"of huſwere- All cheſe wee delire may bee vnpar.. 


rrallie c andif it ſhall pleaſe the LORD , that 


anic light ſhall come from our labour vnto _—_ | 


let it bee aſcrybed not wnto vs , ( who neycher me 
 nochelpsforſuch acaske ) but to the brightneſſe of the 


Tracth , and Cauſe ic ſelfe, and to the F of Lights;. 
to whom bee; all Glocie. 


brought ypqn the Stage, jand contrarie to our expe- 
Ration, "7 in NE 3. ABERDENE," 
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To our Rebel Brithrth, ” 
The Doctors & Minifters of Aberdene. 


] Hat our eAnſweres 
oY (Reverend and bels- 
73S | _ ved Brethren ) "have 'not 
given you full ſatisfaQion, 
dl as it may bee np to 
J '? our weakneſle , a, the de- 
| fence of fo pi, a Fn 
fo may it proceede alfo from” your owne preſu- 
dice Ren + what could bee f2ode by vs, W 
' wee haue ſome reafon to ſuſpet ihe ewo cauſes, 
One is , that your De MANDE which wee coficea- 
vedro hayek i | meerelic for vs, Bong 
were fent ynto'vs Novury were publi- 
ſhed before our commung, in AOTS, 0-4 
e haye now Printed and rn your 
re yee my our <.<vſ weres vato 
which Wee ren pi you af in write ; wee 
having ;bearer, to garb Ati. 
fine orage ere - Wee vgrnvede 
This may ſeeme rather to be a eking of vidoric 
from przjudice, than aſcarch'of veritie for ſarif- 
faction. The orhercauſe of our ſuſpicion, is,thae 
thegroundes ofour'Ans Wwanns to you, haue 
proven fatisfaorie ro others, CC 
gifrs of Learning and Underſtanding, are pryme, 
men inthis Kicke and Kingdome, andto 
« modeſtic will not ſuffer you to oy _ 
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rn a (her Roan oy 


ahevhyy to whoſe viewe yee haue brought bb 
Whom thereforc wee with you hearrilie defire 
rpraltoronecant 6 An 


bs colin » 
y the late and 


not dilcernec vſed t! op Fre, 
viſiration; {0 ſh >, Ahab 
Day of che, LORD. 


as Fes _rbert ren te IHIT”T | m4 4 


- yo : Co Tenſe 


eniaeft the nom 
pe lay cy my 


Cexfeo it15t0 
Fern of.00r. 


, Prelittcs, Se chic Donnurber Let 
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Te ante Word ar comming 1708 
in P&1NT> before it was 2rOpour 


=o! | 
» you 


Warandofe higheſt 

wee had not beene ſent from almoſt the whole 
and Kingdome, lawfully conreunedar thang nn aye, - 
ſervation of 108 » 7d ofthe Libevia and Lewes 


ehis Kingdome, {0 ſore yep ; ny 


co provoke vntoloue, and ro 
Aroſtle, Hebr 10.24.And where ye 
your leaue we hed within your: _ 
is joke ,as a hainoust, againſt Scrs-. 
and the Conms of Ancient Councels, which 

7 keine elabGtigally q 


ored a we intrear yuurts 
more ſpari ns che kneſſegl there þce anic,rc- 


ex vpon yout ſeleus: For your "—_ and Kirks being 
dengedvs, ( ons from any injurie doaly why Ou 
own determi re our comm—__ a neceflicie 

was laid vpon dd meſſagein ach phy 
your courteſie did permit; wherin no man will 

we hae failed, if he conſider, firſt, That there is as wyde 
difference berwixt Ecclefia rurbata 8c » the trou 

8 peaceable eſtate ofa Kirke,as is berwixt Ecclefla conſti- 
purda,8 coſtienta,3% many things areneceilaticin the one; 
which perhaps are not expedient in che other. .Ye {| 


ef the Conflirers of the Kigke this yeatexasif yoha bers 
TRY 


6. AN ERES.. 


ing therof many years before rhigtime.2.Tharthe 
Story of God, hows Loma Canons Of Comets, will —_— 


Roms. 12. 4. Asallthe 
ſo is Chriſt;x;Cor.t2. 12. That che members haue 
the fame care,one for ancther,verſ.25.1f ſome members 
boots» ureter rear to yndlie,in this tyme of 
om6s ante” ney —henarn 


bod = err addon 


I. ply to our An [were to 

om © UNE IO 
thenwtwares the King- 
eKirke in former than of a 
Confeftow. we know no other 

C rt archiribur chi fe Landa Crrnt 

which our ors, and many yet li wit 
God,and _— themſclues,at the > of 
Amnthoritie, 8 according tothe example of the prope of 
God in former times. ronmmearar 13 meer- 
lit Negariwe-lince the beginnin prwbar My be »&C 
doerh” Tirvaatlie conminethe fob tw ge (onfeſſion ratified 
in Pur hamtint,1 567. 2. Genres wledge, 
haue cyther bene forced A —————___ 
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che refaſiig their 
that ſome of them have 


ng oe ey a 
men t cri 

tight, former rake cove proceed 
hfes recng one om fere r_ 
promoter) antonio 


Kin ; in public Hliati | . 
eng, "nd 
ſo ſhould your prayers bee the more effectuay 

For re pool andthe county ator 
Mpeeind. ip 1m morn re cs 
the ſovenant, — 
yer benny 4.The Re ner mire: 


cibotrs P, 
i our ' 
A nſ1 were,for proving; Ds nd 


ro ane, Jong Wu bras 
proceeding apporantg)ertet; 


ed: for, firſt;a found 


AVS O83, 


penn ig vx ned the 
TEES I Rehios GGC => nm 


and | 
ſee ad nehur cle che Covmant is 0 
' 


reaſon, the rhe 


chic | 

ribed.yearlie by ſuch as paſle 

Pann Collage ſuch as were ſuſpect of Papyſtris, 

timeto time. Wo = cone Hee 

LT DYe CIT oe (OS ROrDer, F it to 
of, andowhac was 


DEEDS Ind fo greee power from his Sy trenged 


his Majeſties will., and co,receaue Declarations 
from his ſubj iden ho aps /o.qury poine ſo zcalous 


and honous; 
ee ode ly Pe Lagee 


108 again Authorities and 

Ig whe hey haye de- 
themſclues toc ONtraric,and their Declaration 

; .. This manner of 
and.ſuch —_— 
| le one ad Putriogs;in vii hoax 


AnsSwikes 5 
choſiſdawh have accveneed fu Covey? to bobs" 
om {t the Trweth, ſince ſome 'of v 
everie where haue bene conſtrained, t 
wean wig war barranbragr uo oro 
maintaine the Trxeth, ener oats y 5 np} 
in our way,that we deale after ſuch a miner with 
to come in,we anſwere, that we hane ſcene in this 
The day of the Lord's power herein His haue moſt 
willinglie offered themſelues in multitudes , like the 
dew of the morning: : that others of no itall webutie 
offered their Ne ee ni 
ſhould try, that | 
Caxſe, & not fromthe 
s have bene vſed 
;nor force,except 
reſpeces which we owe to Religs Je 
Nevins Commrey;20 our ſkies, 85rothe PWRWING | 


hath bene to bane genaherennſtebROAReg any exrernal 


oa we may prevadic alſo with you. 
To the ſecond. Pp 


Ex perceaue,that in filence,chat which we - 
W, _ nor fvenrbingriien. 


ce books 
aye eek reueie owinbek 
the ſubverſion of Religion > and tothe prejudice of the 
Liberties gf the K than co haue-conveaned ina. 


accable manner, to preſent 
fi aaa Ty x rb 
oritie,& for the y which contaynet ho 


ie,for averting of ſo 

word of the ſa ajingof K. of ewes, which oug ht to 

reaſon, For;ſhal not the whole bod ofs Kngde 3:5 
pro ar 


arded,both for witneſſe Gr whois ef lo 


wal 


2. 


m—__——_— Di i, 
-N nr in his” ver ne 2:2, old 


cara ar 


tO ANSWERS. 
facis? or ſhal our Religion be rained, our Light 
hepa Re All menbald pceegatd yondds 
the firſt part of the AF of Parliament, 1585, 
pa Alan Aft in Queene Meries time, w ich 
ſpecifierh,whar ſort of Leagues and Bands are vn — 
and ſerterhyvs free from the breachof the A# : 
haueanſwered nothing to this,and ill ane hom the 
nn nfs 
cemin P and Ours; and in o” 
reciſclies to | ps of the Laws that you will 
no M, without the King's conſent;eve inthe 
Caſe of the Preſervation of Reli an, of bis Maſher A 
thoritie, and of the Liberties of the Kingdome, which: 
NE EE ETEETE In pores 
the Law the ſafetie of the People ts, the ſaveraygne 
Alcho wi deg ho xm tn Ce 
tan he conſe of Aerie poſi vpon all the ſub- 


of tak: on 


ns Caſas 5 wh 
we ro 5 An 
ind.chan rotor din? heir Reſponſe 
The'poynt eAnthoritiey is fo full of Thornes 
and Rockes,vſerh to bee ſo vehementlic vr = a to pro- 
c— - CHRIST. , and can ſo 
except in a large 
_ +, tothe —"— and K King domes; 
ptefenr Sid onlic 


Py Pag. 6.Srirres and Tormate for marley: Re. 
» Reynold rehearſerh , thar hath beene in Germa- 


” ye - : Brits Bohemia; aschongh it were: ſufficient for 
* x” ON: 3 tharchey onee refifted, and did 


not by 
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not by and by admit whar-ſo-ever violence was offered, © 
eyther ro GOD'S Trueth , or to themſelues, contrarie © 
to Promiſe, to Oath,to publicke Edits, to Law, where. * 
by they-were to doe as they did:more of this ** 
matter, will Inotanſwere, becing of another nature, * 
and cleared long fince fromthe cryme of Rebellion, not © 
oulic byjaft defence dfeinis doing; but alſo by the Pro- "© 
clamations ane Edifts of Princes themſelves, The other is © 
Bil{on , in his Booke of Chriſtian ſubjetion, in defence 
of che Proteſtants in other Countreyes'; agaynſt the ob- »» 
_ jection of the Joſair, Pac; 332, affirming , that fub- » 
jets maydefendrheir Ancient and Chriſtian Liberties; »» 
covenantedand agreed'vpon by thoſe Princes to whom *, 
they firſt ſubmitred' themſclnes , and were ever {ince 2” 
Fe by the Kin CC ” 
, they may requyre thir owne right, ſaue their OWNE. »» 
Joan > breech, that they bee not vſed as _— = 2”, 
y eds : lyke not: lyke.beafts ; that they », 
bee onyenced Þy Lawes) betore Tides; NOT 23 
mardered in Corners , by Taquifitors. This the » + 
jud ; of Rivetus, in his Commentaric , P84 


by him, and ſound, 
5, your ſclues know the difference. 
and oppoſition, rs Wo mg by that. 
ſhort Confeſtion, ow on there-of ," tothe 
inthis preſent Confefion , by our publicke Proce- 

ation » and Hy the Diclotnion exbibired tons Majctes 
CR r Wn awe gory nan mutuall con- 
CHTYENce , e 1n the cauſe of Religion , but alſo to. 
eehencd nt. nb; Ml enden ing's "na 
jeſtic his Perfon and Authoritie, Wee would bee 


thar yee & others were witnelles to our private Pra er 
r 
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and che moſt ſecret of our thou hrs and affections, con- 


| our loyaltie to our dreade Soveraygne; ſo ſhould 
_—— to wryte in this ſort agaynſt vs, or 
_ Forced to wryte agaynſt your owne Conſciences. 

3- When wee yuſtifie our (onventions 8 {ovenants,from 
tg dendes, wee meane not onlie the laſt and 
moſt remote ends , but the neareſt andimmediate, and 
if nothing in theſe can merite juſt cenſure , the Conven- 
rious and Covenants no more in that which yee call the 
Ohje&, nar in their ends, can bee culpable: what Aſper- 
fons have beene put vpon -our. Reformation » and Refor- 
mers » by the malice of our aries, can notbee'vn- 
knowne to you. But wee wiſh, your ingynes and 
pennes may bee betrer imployed , than to joyne with 
 theminſo bad a cauſe, which wee expect alſo from 
your prudence, coniſeingebo people andplc where 
yec live, | 

x To he's Hobs 
| Yu doe well and "woke, 0 that yee ſearch not cu- 
e Le the no he yrs OP rinces, and Reaſons of 
Majeſties jeſties ſubje&ts bee ſatiſ- 
Rec with che laſ Proclamgtion, needeth no deepe ſearch, 
or altho poGbliefourc bagbeenemore pl ed yt 
þ reaps prong the Service Books, fuch 
wil ſee no erroures.in it , or 
eg oo led, that they hauc beene groa- 
it, Proteſiation of the Sapplicants againſt 
Zhi mit humble and heartie thankes- to ,his 
phibtrs ajeſtie, for wharis granted ; ſo irteſtifierh 
vpon had able evidences , that the Proclamatian is 
riot a fatisf5tton of our juſt defires : for, firſt, the 
ram rn, 2-7 the Service Booke to bee no Inne- 
| eligion. 2. Tharit is not contrarie to rhe Pro- 


it rhe 13 Pogpoce apa iveth not or- 
ror hy ag all yours of the 
Seryie 


ANSWERS. 
the 1g of 
ww fre quan » Eſpeciallie that of the 19 of Februarie, 
rj LES, 
Po H108 » no 


uz 


erp 4. bt fray 

"nay 53. er riehitanding 
a ” 
6 fague legall way 
ro the duetie A es 
_ nieof our Fidelitie ro G O Dy and) | 


TESTS \ 
a Me fonken Porn noon _ 
nt nes for 


to yourhic of hes crybers; At YE ny ge 

hauc laboured in vain,at your hands,fr6 which we haye 

receaved this Reply ;' vato. whi che facit 

Mi{rumerpretation, wee an{were : 1. pn if _— 

neither vie Tareatnings,nor 

ON CS pah as et any Osligatorie _—_— you panda dons 
ou not, an pe. wa nori 


eh — _—_— of the kingdo mn borl niflrerS 
4h dB yh = _ we rec0m:nded this [merpreratis 
D 


voro 


F 


a II =. we $20. gainſt, are ſo punttually 
Fagan 7 res 
Lace 


14 

vito.yousby al faire Meens,and force of Reaſon:tand in fo 
doings Weeare ſo farre from the breach of our Solenme 
Yaw,/and Promiſe,that wee eſteeme this to bee no ſinall 


wn 7 no. PI wherin we 
are bound;by qur {avenant,co walke, 2.The auroritatine 
Predeceſſorgis evidericed, 


proafe 
wr —- 

C " fed i as li q 
burallo by the Caſes ror , Atts of Greerat Aſ- 


emblies,and their own Wriz, whereingit ye oo 
Warrand for this 7: on; & inre w a 


into.chat a2rrate. Andthe two 
ſorts of Nevetionrsluch as are alreadie introduced, and 

diſtin- 
tie: but on 


contratie, the Novations which wee promiſe to for- 
"beare for a time onlie, can not be ſuppoſed in the follo- 
wing words,to be abjured for ever;as Popiſh Novations. 
2.Upon a new examination of the words, yce perceaue, 
chat the Articles of Pearth,and m6 re rag are condem- 
ned aserronious Corrmprtions;becauſe we promiſe, to '{4- 
bonr,to recover the former prritie & libertie of rhe Goſpel-yn. 


_ -ro which our Awſweye is;that it appearerh, that you will 


- haue all the Covenanters againit rheir intention, & whe. 
ther they will or nor,to w,and-condemn,the Arri- 
cles of Pearth, and" Epiſcopalt Governament, leſt they bee 
tryed in a Generall Aſſembbe: but it is knowne ro manie 
' kundreths,that the words were purpoſclie'cdceaved,for 
| ſatisfaCtiou 


— ——_— = - 
= — _ ma 
” 
a HE In 


- henozonphared uf Okt Winds Aces 


x5$1 : her was itfor = 
ER it kn 


== 


diverſe perſons conceaue and 
EEE meaſures of 


ed incin ay we png not abjured 
COLELES 


oig _ . were 


your c&ſcience te 


Novations, 
pawngef Dit 


{ft died, altho 
of Pearth were concluded,for the King,& aor 
ro preſſe any man with the practiſe of Was OpE- 
lie profeſſed vnto the Opponents, before the face of 
whole Aſſembly : and becauſe the A it ſelfe 

warrand , to forbeare the prattiſe at this time, 


when the memorie of $ on is revived, which ma- 
keth vs to thinke, that they who haue forborne the pra- 
Qiſe of theſe Articles, ſince the ſi booke 


| , make moſt rruelie conſcience of 
was complained vpon, make i pom 


neon 
ng, when hey rao Spe 


ES hae Laſt ofa ce "wry 

nor fweare Forbearance, becauſe ye carrnot from 
z6c Propate Communion, vehere we per- 
ET Prroate Baptsſme 8 Com- 
rexfirnopranyrin fo fires Indifferent out neceſſary» 


Means,anda 


io Proderes, theſe : 20 years paſt > and how 
carried fo ſmall to the Canon of 
Parliament; and to the benefire of 

requice,yrge,/6 prefle the pra- 
f, borh in your own m_ 9k AL throughour 


» ſoine Cerempwies,and neglett orher ſome; whi 
boch by the ſame Can of the Kirk,Sc Af of Parliamit, 
are. 2:/Yed6c hereby condemn the praftiſe of 
the Kirke of Srorland; from the:tims of Reformation, till 


Pearth Aſemblie,and/pur no ſinall ilrine{ſe vpon other 
og pur gu pas F 


Ye” POS FF 


_ — b 4.4 | its. w_ — YWF ” 


but the C 
entrcdees + 17 yriadn eng” their comunion; which 
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Thar irbe in rhe preſence of thar viſible kirk; 
whereof the are to bee members:for riot onlie 
the miniſter of 'Bapriſm, and the parenrsof the children, 


ationalſo hath intereſt in the baptiſmeof 


Konagt 5 tobe a pyblick ation,nolefle-rhianthe 
cutting off of arortE member, OE - - 
| ro 
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to be done publicklie. 5.Itis known,that proivat Bap 


Renner 
rogjuod. 8c nor vatorhe EO kicks: which 
weaddezleft anic thinke, that we entertained anie 


& 


| KA hg Sg WIRES _To the fift. 

OP nbe Get Len, wee haue even now anſwered, 
and necdto no farder, concerning private Bap- 

tiſm and Commaion. 2.We looked,that your Argument,ad 


nnd ek 
Ceremonies 05 anie other Treariſe of that ki ans4. 
vin p ac-bad bene kept to another time: for,wol 
any of vs,refuſe xo ſweare the Short (onfefion,becaulc ye 
haue d ſome Articles thereof, contrarie to our 
mynd?: on pope por own meaning of 
che Negative Lon,and we keepe ours, according to 
our diverſe meaſuresof light; 8,that both ſides promiſe, 
Forbearance 4s 1s Irt in theCovenenr, which-may ve- 


rice well 


x 


oth. and Aram — 


DE TY CTY we *# ww @©AW FF3=F ww 
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'ryme; for this were 
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ric well {tand both with 
—— ——_ | 
none £0 you, em indifferent: 
and therfore,in ſuch a caſe, may protniſe;to forbear rhew. 
Fromthis ground,& from rhe differenit vic of the word 


ed, but by the Short nas » 
ey awry er. pr onwly. xr. 
fefron, forbeare now the prattiſe of them ? Wee looked 


not for /+li+a-.-- of ebic farr.which the change of Com- 
miſtioners ſent vato you,might | bur for 
ſome ſolide & grave — hep not ſubſcribe 
the CoyenantÞ, whether preſ m our hands,or the 
handes of others, our Learned and Reverend Brethren, of 
your practiſe and judgement,who might have bene ſenc 
vnto you in our place. Inthe meane time,becauſe 

are intangled with the word of Diſcip/me;and Policie,we 
deſire the Reader to remember,that ſomerime the word 
is taken for the Rule of Governament of the Kirke,and cen- 
ſure of Manners, by Office-bearers appointed by Chriſt, 
and thus it is vnchangeable: ſome times for the (onftits- 
tions of Commeels,and Atts of Parliament,about marters of 
Religionzand thus iris alterable,or conſtant, according to 
the nature of partic#lar Objects: & thirdlie.ic is taken for 
the ordering of che circumſtances, ro bee obſerved in all 
actions Diyme, and Humane : and thus ic is variable. We 

v | 


appeale 


22 ANSWERES, 
appeale with you, to the indifferent Reader, whois judi- 
cious, whether it bee neceſlaric for your Subſcription, to 
| know our Opinion of fuch Rites and Ceremonies,as are not 
of Divine ſnſtitmtion. Wee have reaſon, (for anie thing 
| that everweheard to the contrarie, theſe 20 years pat) 
to cleaue vnto the wordes of the Covenant, concerning 
fuch Rites as are broghtinto the Kirk,without,or again(t 
che word of GOD. The Bleſing of Marriage(now the ſe- 
cond time inſ{tanced)we conceaue,ncither to be circum- 
ſtance, it being neither time, place, order of doing, nor 
anie ſuch thing,nor a Cerememie properlie ſo called, more 
TE Te LF fenging for Beciag pan 
| YTe the Za, or praying fora 
the Ordmence of God, that it may be ſanRiGed vrto His 
People: wee exalc Marriage fo high, as with the 
Papiſtes,to think it a Sacrament ; nor doe wee abaſc iti fo 
low,as to think it a Paftion or Contratt,meerelic Civil, it 
being the Covenant of GOD, which ca not be diflolved 
by conſent of the parties, as other Crvill (ontrattes may 
be:and therfore,as wee will n > > AC= 
_ cording to the of the e; ſfowillwe 
af ara va comment woe meer- 
lie Civill, it being ſ01 , Eccle 
FenadilFion from i. Ar Pals 
To tht ſixt. 


ILExcE carricth ſometimes the appearance of (on- 
ſem,ſomerime it is from weaknelle; & ſince ye know 
alſo, that it may at ſometimes come from wiſdome, and 
moderation ; why doe yee not rather ſilence your 
ſelues, than make ſuch-an /nterpretation of ours? We de- 
nye not, but Divmes, both Ancient and Moderne , are 2- 
gainſt vs, concerning the lawfwlneſſe of the things con- 
craverted:but we withall affirme,tirſt, That D:vines,both 
Anctent and Moderne, are againſt you alſo; and both may 
he true,for both are but Propoſitzons Indefinite,in a matter 
comingent. 2, That almoſt all Diyines vniverſallic are for 
| vs, and 


will once 


minedin an 4 
neceſſariez but wi 


kingdome. 


| el 
ning» but leaue you to 


this opinion; ye c 
our dealing,nor at w 
Forbearance ſhould ſerve for the peace of che Kirke, and 


, we dehye: 


dara par iras"I- 

not 0U Our Mea» 

[ſemblie.2.Ye cal ſome of thoſe Noyationss 
warrand of 


the comandement of Auth, 
Toths 


24 To the eight. SY 
IxsT, We remit the Reader to our Anſwere, and your 
| Kep which, we ſhall be fourid no (onfutation. 
2"W' obferue;Thar ye haue not anſwered our Argymes, 
for our Swearing rhe Defence of the King, and his Authors- 
tie, with a Specification,which ye call a Linntation; wherin 
we haue followed the Confeſiion of Faith, ratified in Par- 
liament,the King's os Att of Parliamety vyon 
whichye will not do well, to faſten ſo foule Impriarions, 
and pitſo hard Conſtrutfions, as ye doe,vpon vs;tor inſer- 
ting in our {pymmant what they haue faid before vs, IF our 
Specification be right, why cenſare you it* If it be wr6g, 
why faſten ye nor your cenfures vpon the Forntain from 
which it is ived}The Lojaltiz of out Jntentios,to main- 
rain the King's perſon,and honowr;; is fo fully expreſſed, that 
it hath given content to:thoſe who are neareſt his Maj 
ſtie: and wee ſhould+wrorig,not onlie them, bur alſo the 
Covenant,and the Swbſcrybers thereof,if wee ſhould make 
newe Declarations to others, of Diſtance, who 
—— King, andt clues, in craving them. 
To doe with a Do»bting Conſcience; is 2 gri ſnne; 


to make and multiplic far bhinAering = 
. works, andto > gant s iywmg £ > Reo fs 
.Ye before of a Limuarion,& now ye hayc 
, added Preciſeliczas if the naming of one Dwerie,were the 
excluding of all other Dweties.We all;by our Oarh of Al. 
RF” IR” WAP s EAC ajeſtres lawesand by other Obligations, 
acknowledge, thar wee owe many Dmeries to the 
-Kings which were verie-impertinent” to exprefſe in this 
A 4:What kynd of Conference ye meane, whether 
y word or w_ o_ not; but(while wee were a- 
- mong{t you) yee know what notice-you were pleaſed ts 

take of . we haueno dtightzto reſent p 
Mm | To the ninth. b 

IssT,We ate aſhamed,to draw this. Rug-ſaw of Con- 
tentien..,co and frozina cantinuall Reciprocation, con- * 
cerning the Forbearauce of Pearth Articles.and therfore, 
| p | to.oxaring 


on 


% 
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is 


Gp eter ong Readereo- 


doenet affirm,that the on. 
» Was becauſe all 
+ There be indeed other 
fuchas the Anrhor ther 
ORD 


GOD'S Worlhip, 7 giving ane matter to wor rey 
| crak ds Kneeling before the Blemi11;t0 be Idolatrie,ac- 
cording to the A,vnto which we now referre 


may 
95,49 making K ho heneayfivis 


Reafons had not bene forcibl 
cle avenge es 


fay a iaylt che wondes ofthe Proc Thet «ſha fo 
lr Sf onterurge defend Religion & the King's Authorities 
i of another, in that cauſe 


tayning. Ke and the Authorities 
of And mo au lyke as our 
Proceedinges have bs in moſt neceffarie and : 


orderlie meanes, agreeable tothe Lewes and Prattiſe of . 
this Gicks _ Kingdomeyto be comendedzas ni Dme- 
ties of fayt Chriſtians, loyall Subjedtes, and ſenſible. 
members of the bodie of Ir TH avs. andh 
tende ro no other ende, burto the preſervation of Reli- 
gion, 8 mayntenance of the King's Anthorinie. To your 
[merrogatours, (which ye ſeeme to propone, rather to be 
Snares £O vs,than for Satisfattion to your ſelues) wee an- 
fwere once for all in » Thatif chis were the'op- 


portunitic of that Di/fwrations wee ſhall be found gt 
G ny 
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dgn_a Anthoritie of that which the word of 
GOD.the —_ ——_— rr Ati of Par- 
liament,theſc ſts, I mes all Subjefts, 
giue vnito Kinges and Princes, GOD'S  _— on 
earth; and that not from reſpe& to our ſelues, byt ro the 
Ordinance of GDD, by whom Kings reygne: But ſecing 
ſo oft, and ſoinſtantlie, you preſſe vs in this poynt, y2e 
force vs muruallie to propone to you ſuch Queſtions, as, 
it may be;ye wil have no great delight to an{were.1.We 
deſire to vnderſtand of you, Whether ye allow, or difal- 
low, the Service booke, and booke of Canons? If ye diſallow 
them, as an /nnovation of Religs, why have ye not eyther 
joynedin Spplication with the reſtof che Kingdome, of 
made a Swpplicatis of your owne,agaynſt them,or ſome 
other way teſtified your Diſs ? Next z Whether i- be 
pertinent for men of your Place and Qualitie, *- ..vuc 
tn: —rci Li- 

| & = 
Sattsfaftion of the Subj, for 
reffing ſuch tmovi«- 4s —_—_— '2. Whether doe the 
: tender his Majeſtics Honour,hy ſuppo- 


tions of State;touching The power 
- of Swubjefts,after his effies 
AIP 


ting, Preaching,and Threaming of _ people, otherwyſe 
willing to joyae, be a more readie 
preſent Commotions of the Kirke,and Kingdome?s.If the 
Prelates,& their Followers, labouring to introduce Popery 
in the Land,make a Fa#ion by themſelues, or as the Gu:- 
in France,did abuſe his Majeſtics name, in execution 
of the bloodie Decrees of Trents, (which GOD forbid) 
we aske, Whether in ſach a Caſe,the lawfull defence of 
the bodie of theKingdom:,agayalt ſuch a F4on, bee « 


refit mg 


5 10n 1CC 
wealth of _ 
King?It ye IT ark v, 
teftation, Of 


the K mgdome10 « | 

everie ons 0 
an vnlawfull IRS _— Amthoritied 6.Whether 
doc yee thinke Chriſtian ot ftraces ro be of ſo abſolute 
and vnbounded power | 
ot Paftion made withthe'S: 
ane Lawe made for eftabli 
ries;that there is Nt only 
dome, in the caſe of pu 
LibertienIfye Flops kt NY , is Tal pon 
miſconſtrue y wee Flr, Covenant ? 1 not, 
ag e befree of F eric hed wg Princes. 
a _ as felues 

Were: icve: chas ye matt Don fn 
chanks eyther of fo good & juſta d - © dueti 
Subjedts, for entering within theſe is anoug 
thar ſuch J=eſtions =. in #he Sc 'I 
with as great prudencie,& as circumſpeRtly as 2x 4h 
To the temth., | 

[eſt ce take vs in our 4. Rep eto beethe petnien of 
Fe Choi and jel ether weſt wordes.of* 
it,to your owne meaning, than receave the Imerpreration 
thereof from vs: for wee prejudge not your libertie We 
conception of that ſhorz Confeftion , but permit itto 
ſclues, whatſoever may be the privare meaning of ſome 
who haue ſwbſcryved; yet there is nothing in the Late Tu-" 
terpreration that dy ? on the Articles of Pearth , arid" 
Epiſcopacie, as P iþh Novations. Ye may voyce and rea-- 
lon in an Aﬀe mmbli as __—_ conceming them, and give 


your 


ARS HIRED 


our ra oe ey ry without | 
tin owrie 
as you done 


porevnng- F521 bf Pearth.2. We 
hope yee bee not{o ignor 


Nees norwhN 


rant of the ns the Kirke, 
neyther will wee wi. ſo micharirablje, as to thinke you 
SO that in your. pee lcking heed on) 

inehe Ricks; inde - 5 Luton » be- 


Ge Evi ; err my 
ehooghe 50 rejudiciall ro the-Libertie and Paritie hm 


"26 the clevemb. 
| yee finde fault with vs, that wee have not vpon 
this occaſion, giveri you that engraved W 
OWe tO. you, of your we, in pro the #rwet 
cps, no yur fc Sf, ofnk taken an Bars 
Teſtimonie to your ſees, pres paines in Diſputings 1 


ting, and as againſt Po operis, in proge Papi 
pu; Fed rm the moſ# 


G rnb can bee ex | 
Grdd, oh of frequent wing our ſelnes 
109, & 


ore Him, Hs tor L b 4 
th ns imo - nj] Ljto,cad defirousto OHeane that Te- 


Soros pad pied. oforhers.chat wee mi p 
ber no rote challen enged. as deficient in that kynde , 

give yrieo you your cſervedprayſe , 3 in Tea | 
cers; ' wherevpon, if wee 'would belicue the teporr of 
others, wee heare, that forall your payncs, Papiſtes, and 
Perſons Popiſblie affe&ed, are multiplied, and Papiſtrie 
increaſed in your towne, more than in anie other towne 
of the Kingdome, and no lefſe ynder your Miniſtrie,than 
anie tyme before, ſince the Reformation, that there beo in . 
private houſes eACeſes, (ruciives,8 other monuments 
of 1delarrie;chat yec. have not manie converts from Pope- 
rze; that fe Nats, and Prieſti;are countenanced there; that 
your P eathome,and your Magiſtrates abroad,com- 
pages. » thatyecare but too ſparing of your paynes in 
meme. and often fill your places with Novice: : but 


this 


"WV, IS 
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this wee are ſparing to belieue, and wiſh , that the. nos 
imploying of your Tongues, and Pennes., in. defence of 
the Service Boocke and Canons , which are ſo peſtred with 
Poperie, - the ſeedes of Rom:ſh Hereſie,Superftunion, {de- 
larrie, and Papall tyrannie, come vnder that cenſurg.).apd: 
your willingnefſe to joyne with the Xrke and Kingdowe,. 
in Faſting and Humiliation,had beene allo Teſtimonies of 
your {inceritie agaynſt Poperie. 2. The |: le meanes- 
of Preaching, Praying, &c, which wee wiſh may bee {till 
in all fayt e vied by you, may verie well 
with the renewing of bur Covenant with God; and. by 
being joyned, haue, in a ſhort tyme palt,produced more; 
powerfull efte&tes, to the comtort of manie 
than all our Prayers and Preaching hath done for a long 
ph before: which teſtifie, That, as it is warranded by 
the Word of GOD; ſo the motion hath proceeded. from. 
GOD.All the Arguments and Subrilties char canbe devi- 
ſed, will never make a People » ( who at this tyrne haue 
found 'GOD dyelling, and working in their heartes) to 
thinke the Conetrarie. 3. The natu inclinati6 of le 
to Poperie,and the perſwaſion of others,of their diſpoli- 
tion , may make the people toconceave other wayes of 
the Service booke,and { anons,that ere it be long, they may: 
be brought in,in « fayre and legall way: and therefore, its 
neceflarie, for preventing of thoſe, and other Exills of. 
that kyndeg:hat the Swbjettes joyne in a Covenantyboth for 
chemſelues, and their Poſteririe, | 


To the twelft.. : 

a$T; We have ever preached according to our mea- 
ſure,and have given example of Reverence to Anthori= 
tie,and the LORD'S Service : but we neyrher ack now- 
ledge the vſurped authoritie of prelates . for Lawfull Au- 
thoritie » nor the Service booke , for the LORD'S Ser- 

yice. And thereforezit was ſo mach the more | 
for the Prelazes, without Authoririe from the Kirke, or 
H Parlan 


- 
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Parliament , to bring in the Service booke into GOD'S 
owne Houſe;vpon the LORD'S owne Day, Which ma- 
keth it nothing ſfrige, that people zealous of the Tywerh, 
and of the Service of GOD,were ſtirred vp,to __— 
we are very confident,that theſe who haue oppoſed, doe 
beare as loyall reſpect to the Kings Majeſtie,and will bee 
as loath ro provoke him to juſt wrath, as their Op pofites | 
are, In the meane tyme, why doe yee not acknowledge, 
that the childre were higher provoked to wrath, by the 
Prelates, whom ye account Reverend and Holie Fathers? 
2.As the preſervation of our owne private Poſſeſio,trom 

of others , belonoeth to our ſelues , vnder the 
King's Proteftion;ſo the keeping of GOD'S Houſe,from 
Pollmrion,and Superflition,belongerh to Asthoritic;to the 
Commuitie of the Faythfull, and to everie one in his owne 
Place,8& Order. 3.We tolde you before, That we did no 
more allow Yiolences of that kynde,nor we did allow the 
foule ;AFerſions of Rebellion, Herefie,Schiſme,& Perjurie, 
pur vpon the Noble-men, (8 remnant (ovenanters.) And 
where ye aske of vs, Why theſe Twmwlrs are not publick- 
lie by vs condemned, and reb«kwutr WET aske agayne of 
you,why ye did nor condemne and rebuke ſuch dealing, 
ſince that is no le{ſe Tranſgreſſion,both agaynlt the ſixt 8& 
nynth Command, than the other is agaynſt the ſixt > And 
whereas ye arc now fU | 1600, amp drawing a Decla- 
ration from vs, anfwerable ro that which ye haue given 
concerning the foreſayde Aferſions and Calummies, wee 
having no Comifiion, ro declare the myndes of others 
in this poynt,or to giue Documents, for our owne private 
judgement, doe heartilie diſallow everic Wrong of that 
ynde. As for the AroLoG 1x of D., Joun Foxzzs Or 
Cor stoſccing the Wrong hath bene done nor vnto ſome 
few particular perſons,ſuch as ye ſay have bene wr6ged 
by ſome of the people ; but vnto the bodie of the Kin A 
dome,confiſting of Noble-me, Barons,8c.who are hig 


lic offended thereby , it were in vs Preſumprtion, and 
without 


. 


without the bounds of our to take ypon vs;to re- 
ccaue anic Declaration of that k 'cſpectallie wherln fo 
manie thinges are reproveable ; as firſt, That his bitter 
ſpeaches were occalioned by ſome Printed Books, affir- 
ming that Tpiſcopariads Pearth Articles, were antichri- 
ſtia,& abominable. Suppoſing it were true,did he thinke 
the Noble-men,and whole (ovenanters, to be the Authors 
of thoſe Books? And was this dealing agreeable to that 
Chriſtian meckneſſe ſo much requyred of vs before > The 
Wryters of thoſe Printed , are not the firft who 
haue ſpoken ſo: For Maſter Knox ſpared nor, (iv a Let- 
ter of his)ro call this Kneeling, A Drabolicall Invention.Se- 
condlic;The ſwearing of forbearance of the prattiſe of Pearth 
Articles, and the ({onfirmation of the ſayd Dodlvine,which 
we neyther deny,nor affirme; to be imported inthe Olde 
Covenant, but onlic in the /nterpretation thereof; wee de-. 
clare, That Promiſe is onlie made, to forbeare for bs. wo 
doth not deſerue fo bitter a (enſure as this 4 logic 
rethvps vs. 3.If the King's Majeſtie,(ouncell,or rhe Sub- 
jets of Scorland, had asked his Opinion, and Adyyce, hee 
might haue vicd the greater lburuse.. 4, It is ill a - 
js call it 4 holie indignation; &worle de it 
is ſuch a wrath,as worketh not the rraooetifeg of GOD. 
5. Wheras he defireth to be accountedin thenumber of 


ſe, qui proficiendo ſcribunt, & ſcribendo proficinuc, wee 
poor) þ a, « he di profited better 


could W1 3 | wryting, than 
he hath done by wryting his Irenicun. firſt, 8 now this 
his Warning, after his renicums; for which if he make no 


tter Apologiezthan confeſling Afþeritie of words, pro- 
power The Fon an holie indignarion. it will Come to pa 
of his Apologie, as it fared with his Irenicumyvrito W ch 
was applied' fitlie , what was ſpoken inthe lyke caſey 
eAut fabrum fray, aut ars ignara fefellu 
TYLLLL voluit cndere cudit Egav. 
C. Whereas yee deſire vs, to doe the lykg , if yee meane of 
vs perſonallie , wee have declaredour judgement, For 


ſhall bee carefull to approue our ſelues to GOD, and the 
pn{Cic all men, in everie ſuch duetie: and if yee 


imeane vs; and thoſe that ſent vs , wee ſhall not fayle to 

vato them, what yee delire, altho our Commſſion 
from you had bene the moreacceptable, if ye had ſpoke 
more reverentlic of our Confeſtion and Covenant,than yec 
have beene pleaſed ro doe , inthe words of your delire, 
and-had put your hand vnto the Covenant; which would 
preſentlic haue joyned vs ina greater Aﬀettion, & made 
way for vnion in judgement , and perfect peace, which 
is the defire of our Soules. 


To the thirteenth, 
Es pretended a threefolde Scandal, which ſhould 
| follow vpon your Subſcription: 1.The Scandal of Diſ- 
y/emein from other Reformed kirkes,and famous Divynes, 
2. Scandall of _ from Awrhorctie, 3. The 
Scandall of Perjurie. anfivercd, That the contraver- 
ted words of the Covenant beeing rightlic conceaved,and 
interpreted according totheir true meaning, &not after 
the ioſſ which To, Lad put ypon ther . doe pur you 
out of danger of all «ic three Scandals, which yee ſeeme 
| ts ackowied of the firſt rwo , and may by the lyke 
reaſon opens, of the third,of Perjwrie, We diſpute 
not of the Hwfalnefſe of the Oath given at your iſ 
fron, by what Adthoritie it was cxacted, with what con- 
ſcience it was given , nor how yee can anſwere for the 
Scandall riſen orpon: bur conceaving it according to 
our owne grounds, none of you will ſay, that yee haue 
; worne the perpetwall Approbation and Prattiſe of theſe 
things whichyee eſteeme to bee Indifferent, whatſoever 
bad conſequent of Poperie , [dolatrie, Superſtition, or 
Seandall ſhould follow therevpon : we ſpeake heere on- 
lie of thinges /ndifferent, in your owne judgement ; for 
yee haue declared before , thar yee thinke the Miniſtra- 
vion of the Sacraments in private places, no more re igpe” 

- an 


= Wu au8EzE F 


N 


ANSWERES) . 33 
and therefore, can not forbeare the praftiſe of theſe, alth 
your Ordinarie , and other lawfull 108Y4, 

ou to.doe ſo; wherein Pearth Aﬀembi, for which you 
d, is wronged by you two wayes: 1, That yee diffet 
in judgement trom them, about the ſndifferencie of the 
fue Ariicles; and next;that at the will of your Ordinarie, 
and wee knowe not what other laiyfull Syperienres, yee 
are readie to forbeare the practiſe of theſe chings which 
the A(ſemblie hath appoynted to bee obſerved, What 
Oathes yee have given at your Admifiion, wee know not, 
becauſe there is no Ordinance made, Ciyill,or Eccleſraſtick, 
appoynting anie ſuch Oath,and becauſe the Prelares,wha 
gene that powet , Pteſentedto the intrants diverſe 
models of Articles, to be ſubſcryyed, dealitrg with ſome 
more hatdlie, and wich others more favourablic, accor- 
ding totheir owne diverſe motiues, and conſiderations. 
For ſome immediartelic after Pearth Aſſemblie, without 
anic warrand from the Kirke ot Parliament, were made 
to ſweare at their Admyſronzetae t dborhin pri- 
vate and publicke maintaine-Epiſc Mriſaiction;aod in 
ebcir privare Re prayers,commend the Prelates 
to Gods merc 


py the conſent of the ſai 
eſtabliſhed. The 


F the words of the Covenant bee plaine 
meere forbearance,& ſpeak naching of the 
no man's thoughts can make a change. 2 
ye wrong yourſelues,in forging 0 the WO 
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is 


% nd drawing ffwmbling blocks in 
owe wayo binder you Saſergriye wrong heSub- 
changing rhe ſtare of rhe queſtion, and in ma- 
a divorce Religion and the King's Authoriticy 


which the Coyenat j trogether,hand-in-hand: and, 
moſt of all,ye wrdg rhe Kings Majeltic,in bringing him 
vp6 the Stage,before his $ ſibyetts, in whoſe mins e wold 
beger,& breede, ſuipicios,of oppoſing the Trueth,ot making 
innovation of Religion,and of dealing with his [ubjetts,corat y 
to bis Laws & Proclamations,feotrary to the Oath at hus Corg- 
natis.We are not here ſeeking inſcicie xpyr Pvg4]ev,07 ſtar. 
ting hole of ignorace, or ofthe ſmalleſt 4;ſtoy4/ty of affetto; 
but illinglie decline that for the preſenc, which 
peither om jeſt OA ihe prudece of States- 
men,nor the modeſtie wbjetts, vrill allow you Of 
Vs todiſpute, The mailer, 20+ ers of kings ,would be 
more tendeclie touched, than the ordiraric ſubjectes of 
Schoole ron Ide ee rdaing 4 baee propoſal of 
certaine Swppoſirios, 6 are rae by you)canct 
| d 2s EAT tart in che cares of 
good ſubjeQs, who with,that be may loug 
one over vi- 3 His Majeſtics moſt bonou- 
hatk pi mare favorable to this 
mg the Reformed 
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pme,they gaue 4 
marian, yet 0N good | Spry | 
beck lieants » willinglie refaſed cheir Appro- 

P77) | char his Majeſtic ſhould be moved ro 
I greater — ion thereafrer-: enbindodnrgen; 
go bara publicke doing, beft ie honorable Wie! 
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offred tg proue,thar the Service booke, &Canss, conta 
artall mmnovation of Religion; we malt Jas ocherwiſe, de 
50dirione dper1s, of the matters contamed in t booke, than de 
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tion of the Prelares, & their Aſſdciaces;the Authors & Con- 
trivers of the Books, be maſt tlie GO by vs. 5.It is 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN READER. 
T Hat you may know our Proceedings , how WEE 
brought vpon the Stage, {andcontrarie to our exp 
ation, are put inP&x1NT. Comming to ABERDENE 
on Fryday, the after-noone , wee receaved the IDy« 
manps of our REVEREND BRETHREN , that 
night late ; nd, for the greater expedition , withoue 
delay , wee returned our fummaric ANSWER es On Sa-! 
turday atnight. On the LOXD'S DAT following, we 
deſired tocxpreſle our ſelues to the People in prelence 
of the Miniſterie , burthe Pulpits and Kirkes were alto. 
gether refuſed; andtherefore in the moſt convenient 
place wee could haue, ſ#b div, and at fach houres as were ' 
vacant from the ordinarie exerciſes of publicke Wor- 
\ ſhip, wee delyvered our Meſſage in the Audience of 
| manie, After our la(t Sermon, towardes Evening, wee 
' found,that our labour was not in vayne inthe LOR D: 
for dyverſe perſons, of ſpeciall note, both for place and 
wes ten , with willing heart, and great readineſſe of 
mynde , did publicklie put their hands to the CO Y E- 
N ANT. Having the wecke following ſcene ſome 
parts of the Countrey., ( where beſides che Presbyteries 
Alforde and Deare , who had ſubſcrybed before, the 
Moderator, and dyverſe of the Presbyterie of Aberdene, 
the Presbyrerie and people of Txrref', after they were 
ſatisfied in ſome ſcruples , did alſo ſubſcrybe ) wee re- 
turnedthe next Saturday to Aberdene ; where finding 
that ſome others had ſub{crybed that weeke, wee reſol- 
ved to Preach vpon the morne. That night wee receaved 
o wx 4 vnto which before our returne home, wee haue 
made an _ All theſe wee deſire may bee vnpar- 
trallie conſidered: and if it ſhall pleaſe the. LORD , that 
anie light ſhall come from our labour vnto thy mynde, 
let it bee aſcrybed not vnto vs , ( who neycher had tyme 
nor helps for ſuch ataske ) but tothe brightneſſe of the 
Trueth, an4 Cauſe it (elfe, and to the Father of Lights: 
© who. bee, all Gloric,. 
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comming to. Ww 
»& publiſhed in PX1nT, before-it was rem 

vrits vs, and ere our Asſwere could be had; bar fo 


'-* ſooneas we did heare your Demands,we anf\ incon- 


tinentzin the humilitie and truerth of our mynds,that we 
were to obtrude nothing vponyou,or your flock, by any 
particular Anrhoritie,C:vill or Eccleſiaſticks; but that we 
did come,in al meekneſſe,to repreſent vnto you the pre- 
ſent caſe of this Kirke,and in loue to intreat you, to joyn 

with vs,for the peace thereof; for which we truſt, wit 
ont wronging any lawfull f«thoritie, we may claym the 
Warrand of the higheſt and greateſt Ambercy although 

wee had not beene ſent from almoſt the whole Kir 
and Kingdome, lawfully conveaned at this time,for pre- 
ſervation of Religion , and of the Liberties and Lawes of 
this Kingdome, fo fore ſhaken, by the vſurpation of the 
Prelates, & their Fayowrers, Let vs conſider one another, 
to provoke vnto loue, and to good works, &c.ſayeth the 
Apoſtle, Hebr.10.24.And where ye objec, that without 
your leaue we preached within your (ogregarion which 
1s aggravated 0U,as a hainous fault,both againitScy;» 
prove, and agaynit the Conons of Ancient Councels, which 
e have laboriouſly quoted againſt vs; we'intreat yougo 
more ſparing, leſt the gui rineſſe,if there bee anie,re» 
flex vpsn your ſeleus: For your Pulpits and Kirks being 
denyed vs, (not from any injurie done by vs, but by your 
own determination, before our comming ) a neceffitie 
was laid ypon vs,to deliver our meffage in ſuch places, as 
your courteſie did permit; wherin no man will find, that 
we have failed, if he conſider, firit, That there is as wyde 
difference betwixt Ecclefia twrbata & pacata, the troubled 
& peaceable eſtate of a Kirke,as is berwixt Eccleſia confti- 
* eutda,8 coftituta,8 many things areneceſfariein the one, 
which perhaps are not expedient inthe other. Ye ſpeake 
of the Conftitsr15 of the Kirke this yeare;as if ye had bene 
B ſpeaking - 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN READER. 


T Hat you may know our Proceedings , how ca 
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ation, are put in Pkx1NT. Comming to ABERDENE 
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night late; ond, for the greater expedition » withour 
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turday atnight. On the LOXD'S DAL following, we 
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the Presbyrcric and people 0 

CONTINENT Le en o women 
eurnedthe next Saturday to Aberdene ; where finding 
that ſome others had ſubſcrybed rhar®-ceke, wee reſol- 
ved to Preach vpon the morne. That night wee receaved 
a _— vnto which before our returne home, wee haue 
made an —— All theſe wee deſire may bee vnpar- 
trallie conſidered: and if it ſhall pleaſe the. LORD , that 
anie light ſhall come from our labour vnto thy mynde, 
let it bee aſcrybed nor vnto vs , ( who neycher had tyme 

nor helps for ſuch azaske ) but tothe brightneſſe of the: 
Trueth, an4 Cauſcir ſelfe, and to the Father of Lights: 

© whom. bee, all Gloric,. 
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d vrics vs, and ere our Anſwere could be had; but ſo 

ſoone as we did heare your Demands,we anſwered incon- 

tinentzin the humilitie and truerh of our mynds.bat we 


were to obtrude nothing vpon you,or your flock, by. 
particular Anthoritie;Croill or Eff; but we _ 
did come, in al meekneſſe,to repreſent vnto you the pre+ 


ſent caſe of this Kirke,and in loue to. intreat you, to joyn 
rmmmumnno_doaccthereof;,for which we truſt, wit 

7 lawfull Authoritie, we may claym the 

noheſt and greateſt Authority,al h 

| | me ſent from almoſt the whole Kir 

lawfully conveaned at this time,for pre- 

/ AA [ | (0 ligion , and of the Liberties and Lawes of 
fo fore ſhaken,by the vſurpation of the 

tr Fayoxrers, Let vs conſider one another, 

0 loue, and to good works, &c.ſayeth the 

t0.24.And where ye objec, that without 

weached within your Congregation; which 

y you,as a hainous fault,both againitSori= 
the Conens of Ancient Councels, which 
quored againſt vs; we'intreat youzto 

| the guilrineſſe;i there bee anic,re» 
s: For your Pulpirs and Kirks being 
; aenyea vs, (ut from any injurie done by vs, bat by your 
4 own determination, before our comming ) a neceffitie 
was laid ypon vs,to deliver our meffage in ſuch _ as 

your courteſie did permit; wherin no man will hind, that 

we have failed, if he conſider, firit, That there is as wyde 

difference betwixt Eccleſia twrbata & pacata, the troubled 

& peaceable eſtate of a Kirke,as is berwixt Eccleſia conſti- 

tutda,8 cſtituta,8 many things areneceffariein the one, 

which perhaps are not expedient inthe other, Ye ſpeake 

of the Conflitstis of the Kirke this yeare;avif ye had bene 
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therof many years before this time 

my God, and the — 9 of Comncels, wilt ta... 
{tors fo to care for their owne flockes , that they fotb.. 
chem nor, to care for the whole Kirke, eſpeciallic in the 
time of a commonCombaſtion. When the houle is on fire, 
every man ought to runne to all,rowms, where hee may 
quench it: when a laik ſtriketh vp in a Ship,every Maris 
ner,yca,every pallenger,ought to labour to = it. Even 
he who is not vniverſall Paſtor of the Kirke, is Paſtor of 
the vniverſall Kirk: and the Apoſtle hath taught vs, That 
wee are members one of another, Roms. 12, 4. As all the 
members of one bodie being manic,are one bodiegſo al- 
ſo is Chriſt, 1.Coy.12.12, That the members ſhould haue 
the ſame carcone for —_— 5.1t ſome members 
of this Kirk had not cared more kyndlic,in this ryme of 
common danger, than other ſome hauc done,the whole 
bodie had bene ere now dangerouſlic,if nor deſparatelie 
diſeaſed, z3.That we made choyſe of ſuch hours,for de- 
liverirg our Meflage,that the people might attend your 
erdinaric times of publick worſhipg which maketh your 
charge, of the pore centemprt; or ours, of your Mini 
{terie , ro bee molt vnjult, 

In the ſecond part of your Reply to our Anſwere to 
your firlt 'Demand, ye might haue made choyſe of words 
witneſſing more TR to the molt part of the King- 
dome now, and to the Kirke in former tymes, than ot a 
Confederation,and Negatine Confeſſion: —*. vr no other 
Confederation at this tunc,but this ſarc Lawdable Covenat, 
which our Progcnitors, and many yct living, made with 
God,and amongit chemiclues,at che commandcement of 
Amboritie, & according tothe example of the people of 
Gol in former times, Neicher is that ſhore (onfeſsio meer- 
ic Negatwe.lince the beginning therot is Aﬀermariue,8 
ducth virtuallic containe the firſt Lerge (| a7 ratified 
i Parligment,t567, 2.No Paſtours, 1n our knowledge, 


kawc cyther bene forced to fee to forraygne countreys, 
ot hauc 
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5 woun ups the mane of he fipends Fo 
; Mexctuling their Sabſcriptien : butthis wee have heard, 
| chat ſome of them bene dArheit ont aceitd; gonero 
CE 
G agunit c er,and Daetie of ſubjetes, 
 haue made Lies between the King & his people, Others 
wee knowe haue wilfullie refuſed, to' abyde with their 
Hacks and being carneſtlic intreated by them,to attends 
their Charge, have left them , and haue gone out of the 
Ccountrey, tor no reaſon, bur becauſe the people had ſub- 
Oo and,as ye know, that Arguments have : 
augmentation of tipends,to hinder Swbſcription: ſo 
may know, That Ree ls loſe fy. hindererh 
men £0 ſubſcribe, than ſerple of conſerence. The Prelates 
' Eight, ſecmerh rather co haue proceeded from inward 
furtes of acculing conſciences,or from feare of a (torme, 
, (which being procured by their own doing,way becali> 
lie prognolticared by them ) than from the inforcing of 
Swbſcriprion Of the {ovenent , which in our knowledge 
Was never required of any of the Prelates,alchough chey 
be grolslie guiltie of the breach of the Covenant, whi 
they did ſweare and ſubſcrybe before. 3. Your helpe,by 
your prayers, and other meanssfor extinguiſhin of 
preſent Combuſtion,we (till deſire , but with all intreaty 
thar you wold both joyn withithe reſt of the Kirks of the 
Kingdome, in publick humiliation & faſting,which che 
Lord himfelfe doeth proclaime and call for at this time; 
fo ſhould your prayers bee the more effectuall, and alſs 
ye be good inſtruments, according to your power, with 
your owne peoplc;and the countrey about , to joyne in 
the Covenant, fo ſhould ye find the worke of Paci cation . 
the more cafic. 4. The Reaſons which we roucned 1n our 
Anſwere;for proving,that ye mi hr,without juſt offence 
to anie, joine with.vs, in ſubſcribing, are not yet anſwe- 
red: for, firſt,a ſound [nterpretarion of the Coyenant,alths 


proceeding from a private perſoti,and —_— Yy 
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of externall Aathoritie,can not make a ſubſtantiall diffi. { 
rence: and if the [aterpretation be yaſound, alrhough it 
were confirmed by Authoruie, it maketh not a ſubitan- 
tiall coincidence. 2 .Why is it denyed, that the former 
Covenant containeth Mutxall defence,ſince all arc oblied- 
ged thereby to defend Religion,according to their voca« 
tion and power, and the King's perſon and authoririe, 
which can not puſſiblie bee done, without Anrnall De= 
fence: and ſince that clauſe of the Covenent, is ſo expoun- 
ded,& applied vpon grounds of perpetuall reaſon, in the 
generall Band drawn vp,and Printed by Amthoritie, anna 
I 590. 3. Yee mult either prouc this Copenant to bee ſub- 
ſtanially different from the former, which is impoſſible, 
or ye mult acknowledge this to haue the ſame Authority 
with the former , ſince wee are reallie obliedged in the 
former Covenant,and virtually the ſame warrand of King, 
(onnſell,and Aſemblie,remaineth,and was never yet dil= 
charged: by vertue wherof the Copenar might haue bene 
renewed yearlie, by all the ſubjects of the kingdome,no 
lefſe than it hath bene ſubſcribed yearlic by ſuch as paſſe 
Degrees in Colledges,$8 ſuch as were ſuſpect of Paprſtrie, 
fromrimeto time. 4, What was done by his Majeſties 
Comſiioner, was not done in a corner, that it needeth ro 
be pryed into, or doubted of, and what was allowed by 
his x who had ſo great power from his Majeſtic,ts 
declare his Majelties will , and to. receaue Declarations 
from his ſubje&s,and who was in every point ſo zealous 
and tender of his Majeſties ſervice and honour: who are 
un it ſhould be diſallowed by you? Ye will haue the 
ngdoie guiltic of Combination aga/nit Authoritie, and 
will not haue the king ro be ſatisfied, whe they haue de» 
claredchemſelues roche contrarie, and their Declaration 
is aCCepred by his Majeſtics Camuoxer. This manner of 
dealing,'is mare ſutable ra Pagiits, and ſuch Incendaries, 
than for you,who deſire to proue goad Parriers,in viing 
all mcans of Pacification, 5, We are loric,that yc er 
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off 0 our Reverend Brethren, 
he Doors & Miniſters of Aberdene. 


PAFRRERS) Hat our eAnſweres 
| ( Reverend and belo- 


ved Brethren )_hgue not 
given you full ſatisfaRion, 
as it may bee imputed to 

. Our weaknecſle , in the de- 
_ fence of ſo good'a Cauſe, 

ſo may it procecde allo from your owne preju- 
dice agaynſt what could bee ſayde by vs , which 
wee haue ſome reaſon to ſuſpet for two cauſes, 
one is, that your De wands which wee concea- 
ved to hauebeene intended meerelic for vs, and 
were ſent vnto vs from youin write, were publi- 
ſhed before our comming, in Px1nr , lyke as 
ye haue now Printed and publiſhed your Replyes 
efore yee had ſcene our CAnſweres vnto that - 
which wee receaved from youJaſt in write ;. wee 
having promiſed tothe bearer, to returnean An. 
ſwere ſhortlic exe wee departef{ the Countrey, 
This may ſceme rather to be a ſeeking of vitorie 
from przjudice, than aſcarch of veritie for farife 
faction. The other cauſe of our ſuſpicion, is,that 
thegroundes ofour AnsW=# & ns to you, haue 
proven ſarisfaorie to others, who for Age and 
gifrs of Learning and Underſtanding, are pryme 
men inthis Kirke and Kingdome, andro whos. 


modeſtic will nor ſutfer you to preferre your 
(cluest. 
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ſelues, But whether our weakneſle or your 
judice bee the cauſe, muſt bee now judge 
others, to whoſe viewe yee haue brought vs : 
Whom therefore wee with you heartilie deſire 
vnpartiallie to conſfiderour firſt and ſecond An» 
$WeREs ; Wiſhing and hoping that partialitie, 
rxjudicc, and all worldlic reſpedts and feares, 
227 aſide, the naked Tructh ſhall bee ſeene of 
all her lovers. Concerning your confidence of vs, | 
as wee in loue judge, that yee thinke not your 
* ſelues tobee ſtryving agaynſt the Trueth; ſo may 
yee conceaue, that wee can no more bee broughe | 
to your mynde, than wee can bee drawne from | 
the profeſſion of our Religion, as it hath beene re. | 
forched, ſworne, and confirmed by the late and 
preceeding COFENANTS , and from following \ 
the ex1mple of our religious Reformers, and the 
manieWorthies ſucceeding them in this Kitke, 
who would haue beene glad to haue ſcene the 
dayes which wee now doe fee: and for which 
wee pray, that both yee and wee may bee thank- 
full ; ſoſhall itnort bee imputed vnto vs, that wee 
hauenor diſcerned & vſed the day ofthe Lox »'s 
viſitation: ſo ſhall wee all rejoyce together inthe 
Day of the LORD. | 


—— 


yy ——>——————_— 


To the firit Reply, 
you experience in your Difputes agaynſt the com- 
mon Adverſ.arze, wherein ye ſay ye are ſo frequent, 
hath (no doubt) taught you, howe calie a matrer it is to 
maltiply O5jeftions againlt the Treth,and (a«ſe of God: 
and 


ANSWERES, 9 
the firſt,who have accounted our Covenant to bee'n Cone 
federacie , = the Traeth , fince ſome of your 
ſclues,and all everie where hauc bene conſtrained, to ac- 
knowledge, that they aime at the ſame ende with vs, to 
maintaine the Trxeth, And for that which difpleaſeth you 
in our way;that we deale after ſuch a miner with people, 
to come in,we anſwere, that we haue ſeene in this Lad, 
The day of the Lord's power wherein His people have-moſt 
willinglie offered themſelues in nk tudes , like the 
dew of the morning: that others of no ſmall Nore,have 
offered their Sbſcriptions,8 haue bene refuſed ,rill time 
ſhould try, that they joine in linceritie, from loue to the 
Cauſe, & not from the feare of men: and that no Threat- 
nings haue bene vicd,except of the deſerved judgemet of 
Gud;nor forcezexcept the force of Reaſon,from the high 
reſpectes Khich we owe to Religion, to our Kingto out 
Nate Countrey,to our (elues, 8 ro the PoReritie; which 
hath bene to ſome a greater cunſtraint,than any external 
violence; and we with, may prevaile NM you. 


T0 the ſecond, 

WW Ex perceaue;that ye paile in ſilence,that which we 
anſwered concerning the previting of trouble, which 

by all appearance had beenetoo ſenſible co manie before 
this timezif rhe Conventions cEſured by you, hadnot bene 
kept; we deſire,that ye would here declare your ſelues, 
whether ye would haue rather receaved the Service book, 
Book of ( anons, and other Traſh of that kynd, tending to 
the ſubverſion of Religion , and to the prejudice. of the 
Liberties of the K ml than to haue conveaned ina 
aceable manner, to preſent Supplications to his Maje- 
ſtie,for averting of ſo great evills, Neither doe ye m_ a 
word of the ſaying of K. James, which ought to bee rc- 
arded,borh for the witneflſe ſake,whois of ſo great au- 
TG oritie,& for the teſtimony which contayneth 10 $rcas 


ecaſon,For,ihal not che whole body of a Kingdome 15i1ts 
G proark 
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0#r4 et foci? Or (hal our Religion be ruined,& our Light 
uh put out,andall men hold their peace?We told you al- 
- ſo, that the firſt part of the A of Parliament, 1585, is 
Relatine to another Af in Queene aries time, which 
ſpecifieth,what ſort of Leagaes and Bands are forbidden, 
and ſerteth vs free from the breach of the A#: but yee 
haue anſiverced nothing to this,and (till diſpute from the 
Att of Parliamet,rather than from other —— 
beſeeming your Profefion, and Ours; and in this will ſo 
reciſelic adhere tothe Letter of the Law, that you will 
[nc no Meetings, without the King's conſent,eve in the 
Caſe of the Preſervation of Religion, of his Majeſties An- 
thoritie, and ofhe Liberties of the Kingdome, which 
wee are ſure muſt bee contrarie to the reaſon and lyfe of 
the Law ; ſince the ſafetie of the People is, the ſoveraygne 
Law. Alrho it bee truc alſo that for our (oyenant » wee 
haue the conſent of Authoritie preſſing vpon all the ſub- 
feds in the General Bayd , and Cenfeſſon of Fayth , fore 
merlie ſubſcrybed for mayntenance of eligions 
cheir Swbſcription and Oath as a note of their ſoundneſle 
in Religion,and of their loyaltie & fidelicie ro the Kin 
and hisCrown,wherin f«r#-Conſwults,more ſkilled in this 
kynd,than we need to be, haue given their Refponjes and 
Verdifts, in favours of vs, and of our Cauſe. 
2. 


The paynt touching «Fathorwie, is ſo full of Thornes 
and Rockes, vſcth to bee ſo vehementlie vrged, ro pro- 
cure envye agaynit the Goſpell of CHRIST, and can fo 

hardlie bee diſputed and diſcuſſed, except in a large 

Treatiſe , to the ſatisfaQtion of King's and Kingdomes: 

and a —_ intereſt, that for the prefenc wee onlie 

wiſh you to heare the teſtimonies of two graue Divynes, 
” theoneis Whittaker » in his Anſwere to Malter Reynolds 
'* Preface, Pag. 6.Stirres and Tumulrs for mater of Re- 
”? ligion, Reynold rchearſeth, that hath beene in Germe- 
& ne » France, Bohemia, as though it were ſufficient for 
” their condemnation , that they once reſiſted, and did 


not by 
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not by and by admit whart-ſo-ever violence was offered, ** 
eyther to GOD'S Truech , or to themlſclues, contrarie *©* 
to Promiſe, to Oath,to publicke Eduts, to Law, where-. % 
by they were warranded to doe as they did:more of this ** 
matter , will Inot anſwere , beceing of another nature, ** 
andelcarcd long ſince from the cryme of Rebellion, not © 
onlie by juſt detence of their doing, but alſo by the Pro. © 
clamations and Editts of Princes themſeclues, The other is * 
Bilſon, in his Booke of Chriſtian ſubjecion, in defence 
of the Proteſtams in other Countreyes , agaynſt the ob. »» 
jection of che /eſwie, Pas, 332, affirming , that ſub- »» 
jects may defend their Ancient and Chriſtian Liberties, »» 
covenanted and agreed vpon by thoſe Princes to whom *, 
they firſt ſubmitted themſelues , and were ever fince »» 
confirmed and allowed by the Kings that haue ſuccee- », 
ded, they may requyre thir owne right, ſaue their owne »» 
lyues , beſeech, that they bee not vſcd as ſlaues , but »» 
lyke ſubjes; lyke men, nor lyke beaſts ; that they »» 
may bee convented by Lawes, , before Iudges ; not »» 
murdered in Cornere, by Jyquiſitors. This is alſo the +» 
judgement of Rivetw, in his Commentarie, PSAL, 
68. Which prone ax vportby you , will furniſhg 
full anſwere to w _ haue cited at length from his 
Ieſuita Vapulan;. For betwixt Jeſmiicalltreaſonable and 
pernitious doctrine , and practiſes agaynſt Princes and 
Magittrats, refuted by him , andthe loyall and ſound 
dodfine of Proteſtants , your ſclues know the difference 
and oppoſition, lyke as it i» cleare as the Sunne, by that 
ſhort Confef:0n, by the Application there-of , to the 
mes in this preſent Confef.0n, by our publicke Prote- 
ation , and by the Declaration exhibited to his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner , that wee meane not onlie matuall con- 
eurrence , and aſiſtance in the cauſe of Religion , but alſo to 
the vttermolt of our power , to defende the King's Ma- 
jeſtic his Perſon and Authoritic, Wee would bee glad, 


that yee & cthers were witneiles to our private Prayert, 
and the 
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and the moſtſecret of yur thoughts and affetions, cone ' 
cerning our loyaltie to aur dreade Soveraygne; ſo ſhould 

# vec eyrher ceaſe to wryte in this ſort- agaynſt vs, or 

bee forced to wryte agaynſt your owne Conſciences. 

3. When wee jultifie our (onventions & (ovenants;from 
cheir purpoſed endes , wee meane not onlie the laſt and 
moſt remote ends , but the neareſt and immediate, and 
if nothing in theſe can merite juſt cenſure , the Conven- 
tions and Covenants no more in thit which yee call the 
Objett, nor in their ends; can bee culpable: what Aſper- 
fons haue beene put vpon our Reformation » and Refor- 
mers » by the malice of our Adverſaries, carrnot bee vn- 
knowne to you. But wee wiſh , that your ingynes and. 
pennes may bce better imployed , than to joyne with 
theminſo bad a cauſe, which wee expect alſo from 


your prudence, conlidering the people and place where 
yec hue, 


To they third. 
Ex doe well and wy{clie . thar yee ſearch not cu- 
rioullic into the myndes of Princes, and Reaſons of 
State : but whether all bis Majeſtics ſubjects bee ſatif- 
$ed with the laſt Proclamation, needeth no deepe ſearch. 
For altho poſhblic ſome had beene more pleaſed witha 
Proclamation , _— the Service Booke , ſuch 
ll 


eſpeciallic who reyther will ſee no erroures in it , or 
kaue publicklie proteſſed, that they haue beene groa- 
ning torit, yctthe Proteſtation of the Supplicants againſt 
it, as it giveth molt humble and heartie thankes to his 
gracious Majcſtie , for what is granted ; ſo it teſtifierh 
vpon vndenyable evidences, that the Proclamation is 
not a ſatisfaction of our Juit deſires : for, firſt, the 
Proclamation ſuppoleth the Service Booke to bee no Inno- 
vation of Religion, 2, That it is not contrarie to the Pro- 
teſtent Rehigion. 3. That the Proclamation giverh not ors 


agr for dilcharging all the ,A#; made in tayours of the 
Serie 
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Service Booke , eſpeciallic that of the 19 of Februarie, 
which giveih vnto it ſo high Approbation,as ſerving for 
mayntayning the true Religion , and to beat out all S«- 
p*rſtition , and no wayes to bee contrarie to the Lawes 
of this Kingdome; but to bee compyled and approved 
for rhe vniverſall vſe and cdification of all his Majeſties 
fubjects, 4. Itis ſo farre from diſallowing the ſayde 
Booke,rhat it putteth vs in feare, that it e preſt in 
a fayre and legall way , and therefore, notwithſtanding 
the Proclamation,the neceſſitic of Covenating,which con- 
caineth nothing contrarie to the As of Parliament, not 
to the duetie of good ſubjects, bur is the largeſt Teſtinw- 
nie of our Fidelitieto G 0 D, and loyaltieto our King) 
(whatſoever ic may ſeeme to youro japore ) doeth yer 
continue; that his Majeſtic may be pleaſed, to grant the 
full farisfation of our reaſonable Peritions, and that our 
Religon,and Liberties, may be preſerved for afterwardes. 
Whoſvever profeſſe themſelues,to be perfedtlie ſatisfied 
with the Proeiymarion,doe proclaim in the cars of all the 
kingdome, that they are berrer pleaſed with the Service 
book and Canons, than with the Religion, as it hath beene 
profeſſed in this Land ſince the Reformation, 


To the fourth. | 

FT Ee were affured,that your D:mid proceeded from 
a Miſstaking,& therefore,according to our know- 
ledge,didingenaouſly,for your ſatisfation,expound vn- 
to youthe mind of th: Swbſcrybers,bur find now;thar we 
have laboared in vain;at your hands,fr5 which we haue 
receaved this Reply ; vata which, concerning the ficlt | 

Miſrinterpretation, wee anſwere: 1. Thar altho we doe 
neither vie Threatnings,nor obtrud2 our Tnterpretatis vp= 
on you, as bzaring any O5ligatorie Power, yet pardon vss 
that wee match you not, and pat = no in che Ballaxce 
with th2 greateſt part of the kinglom bt M,niſters,5e 
others,in whoſe nam2 we ar chis Inarping's 
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ento you}by al faire Means and force of Reaſor.and in ſo 
doing, weeare fo farre from the breach of our Solemme 
Vow, and Promiſe, that wee eſteeme this to bee no ſmall 
proofe of that godlineſſe,and righteouſneſle, wherin we 
are bound,by our (ovenant,to walke. 2.The autoritatiue 
judgement of our Reformers,8c Predeceſſors,is evidenced, - 
nor onlic by the Confeſſion of Fayth,ratihied in Parliament, 
but alſo by the books of Diſcipline, Atts of Generall Aſ- 
ſemblies,and their own Writs; wherein,if ye will,ye may 
find Warrandforthis Interpretation; in reſpect wherot, 
it is publicke ratione medit, betides thoſe midſcs of Scrip- 
ture,of Antiquitie, 8 of the Coſent of the Reformed K il, 
which- are named for midſes by you, 

Concerning the 2 Mifsconftrution , it is no maryell 
that; Prejudicer, and: preconceaved opinions, polleſſing the 
mynd,make men to fall = Interpretetions of their own; 
burin the ſouth parts of the kingdom, where many lear-. 
nedand judicious men,both Paſtors,and Profeſſors,were 
alſembled,ar the firſt ſubſcribing thereof, we remember 
of none that did fall into that AMiſirake. And the two 
ſorts of Novations,ſuch as are alreadie introduced, and 
ſuch as are ſupplicated againſt, are ſo pun&wally diſtin- 

iſhed, thar there.js no place left ro Ambigeitie: but on 
be contrarie, the Navations which wee promiſeto for- 
| beare for a time onlie, can not be ſuppoſed in thefollo- 

wing words,to be abjured for ever,as Popiſh Novations. 
2.Upon a new examination of the words, yee perceaue, 

that the Articles of Pearth,and Epiſcopacie, are condem- 

ned as erronious Corruptions,becauſe we promiſe, to 14- 

bonr,to recover the former prritie & libertie of the Gofpel-vn- 

to which our Auſwere is,that it appearerh, that you will 

haue all the Covenanters againit their intention, & whe- 

+ ther they will or not,to difallow,and condemn.the Arri- 

cles of Pearth, and Epiſcopal Governamentaggſt they bee 
__—xxycd in a Generall Aſemblie: but it is knowne to manic 
hundreths,that the words were purpoſclic c6ceaved,for 


ſatisfattiou 
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ſaisfaQtion of ſuch as were of your judgement; that wee 
might all Joyne in one heart, and Covenant, for eſtabling 
Rel1gion, and oppoling Errors. And for your Argement, 
whether the Articles of Pearth,8 Epiſcopacie,be againſt 
the puritie & libertie of the Goſpel,or not, which is not 
determined by theſe words of the Covenant:But it cinort 
be denied;fir{t, That if in a Free Aſſemblie,chey be fcund 
co be againſt the _ and liberrie of the Goſpell 
ought to bee aboliſhed : in the meane time, it being le 
Free,by the words of the Coyenar,to all, who will,to ſtand 
to the defence of their lawfulneſſe.Secondlic,how can it 
be denied,that manie corruptions,contrarie to the puri- 
tie and libertie of the Goſpell, were they never ſo inno- 
cent in themſelyes, hage accompanied' theſe Noyations, 
ſuch as the ſuperſtirious obſervation of Dayes, feriation 
and ceſſation from worke,on thoſe dayes, Feafting, Guy- 
fing, &c, manie grofſe abuſes haue entred in the Sacra» 
ment, vpon Kneeling before the elements, and vponthe 
lawlefle vſurparion of Prelates: in reſpe whereof, even 
they who allow of Pearth Articles, and Epiſcopacie, may 
ſweare to recover the puritic of the Go#pel.And thirdliey 
who can bee ſo great a ſtranger at home,as todeny,thar 
manie corruptions of Poperie, and Arminianiſme, haue en- 
ered in,in the Kirk,and haue bene vented,and defended, 
in ſchools,and pulpits; by reaſon whereof, we are bound, 
everic one of vs, according to the meaſure of our light, 
to labour for recoverie of our former Paritie? Andthercfore, 
if you had caſt your eyes vpon the condition of this poore 
Kirkzas yee have pryed narrowlic,into the Expreſſions of 
che (ovenant, yee might haue ſpared both your own la- 
bour, 8 ours,8& not laboured to ſkarre your ſclues, 
and others , with this ſhadow. 
In your Argument,ad haominem, you ſhould haue conſi- 
dered;that whatſoever be our judgement,as we are par- 
ticular perſons,yet,at this rime,wee were to be taken,as 
Commiſlioners, Hom the whole companic of _——_— 
'V 
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whozabout this point,are of different judgements:andif 
ſome of your own judgement, had cither ome alone in 
our place, or had bene joined in Commuſſon with vs, wee 
had anticipate your Ohjettion: and this ye haus bene for- 
ced to (ee ; ad ſo your ſeluesin propounding your Ob- 
jeftion,haue anſwered your own Syllogiſmezin making vs 
to ſay, that yee may ſweare and ſuþſcribe,leeing yee thinke 
not theſe thinges to bee abjured in that Oath made Anno 
1581 : neyther was it for you, to inquire in our private 
Opinion, nor neceſ{aric for vs;to make it knowne, butto 
haue conceaved of ur pxinds,according to our Commiſ- 
fon, and the will of roſe who ſent vs. Your Arguments 
need to bceeno impediments vnto your ſwearing of the 
Covenant. For vpn your groundes, you would not haue 
ſworne the Short Confeſion, anic time bypaſt: yea, ye can 
not ſweare the Confeſion.of anie Kirk; nay,not the Arti- 
cles of the (reed, becauſe of the diverſe Interpretations of 
che Article of (hrift's deſcent into Hell;or ſwearing them 
in Scotland and England, yec behoved to ſweare them in 
diverſe ſenſes. There be ſome words of rhe Lord's prayer, 
as,G:ue Us this day our daylie bread, and of the X (ommadsy 
as the words of the 4 Command, which are diverſelie vn- 
derſtood; malt Chriſtians,therefore,forbcare to zjoine in 
ſaying the Prayer, or ſwearing Obedience to the Coman- 
dements?Neicher for this doe wee admir anic Ambignitiey 
or 7nivocation: the words certainlie have but one true 
ſenſe,and ſigniſication;bat diverſe perſons conceaue and 
vnderitand them, according to the different meaſures of 
theirlight, Since then your D:zration,is builded vpon 
fuch a Sppoſition, it mitt either fall ro the ground , or 
hardlie can anie Confeſtion of Fayth,or Religious Covenant, 
be ſworn. Offend nor;therfore,if we in modeſty, preſent 
vito you, A D;ſh of your own drefiing,wee meanegthe like 
Argument, ad bzminem. The Rites and Ceremonies, which 
are not abjured in the Negative Confeſſio,are not abjured” 
in this £ «e Co venant, But the Rites and Ceremonis,which. 
. were: 
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were concluded in Peerth Aſſemblie, are not as 
ye ſay,in the Negative Cafe ,made Anno 1 581: there. 

ore;they are not abjured in this Late Covenant. The firſt 
hs + 9" is evident,becauſe in the Late Covenat we are 
bound no farder,concerning the Negative Confeſtis, but 
to keep it inviolable:and therfore,what Rites are not ab- 
jured there,are not abjured here. The ſecond Propoſition 
canot be denyed by you; for theſe twentie years bygone 
ye haue thought your ſeſues free of Perjurienotwithſti. 
ding of the Oath in 1 5$1,and of your conforming your 
ſelues,to the Ordinances of Pearth, And whereas yee al- 
leadge,afterward,as before,that our Spplications are ſa- 
tisfed , the contrarie is known, by our publick Proreſta- 
tion, & by our laſt Swpplication, 8© Complaint,preſented ta 
his Majeſties Comifttoner, And vrging of the Service book, 
was a fuſficient Reaſon,for Forbearance of Pearth Articles, 
cill an Aſſemblie; ar which time it may bee determined, 
whether it bee expedient, that this Kirke bee anie more 
troubled with them. Neither needeth your c6ſcience to 
hinder you to ſubſcribe be forbearance of theſe Noyationsy 
as if ſwearing of forbearance, were a ſwearing of Diſobe- 

dience to Anthoritie. firſt, Becauſe the ſwearmg 0 
of a thing in your opinion, indifferent , in the caſe of 
Scandall, and of ſenſible feare in others, of $ itwon, is 

the ſwearing of Obedience to theComandement of God,which 
forbiddeth vs,to deſtroy him , for whom (briſt died, alrho 
man ſhould c6mand the contrarie.2,Becauſe the Arricles 
of Pearth were capcluded,for ſatisfying the King,8 not 
toprefſe any man with the practiſe of rhem,as was ope- 
lie profefſed vntothe Opponents, before the face of the 
whole Aſſembly : and becauſe the AF ir ſelfe: giverh 
warrand , to forbeare the prattiſe at this times 
when the memorie of Superſtition is revived, which ma- 
keth vs ro thinke, that they who haue forborne the pra- 

Qtiſe of theſe Arricles,lince the ſuperſtitious Service books 


was complained vpon, make _ rruclie gy "rae 
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Obedience of the Afl of Prarth,0r Partamentatifying the 
ſame,and are moſt conforme vnto the Confeſſion of faith, 
tified in Parliament,declaring,that (cremonies ought ta 
e changed, when they rather foſter S»perſtition, than 
ihe rhe Kirkgviing the ſame. Laſt of all; Yee ſay,ye can 
not ſweare Forbearance, becauſe ye cannot abltaine from - 
Private Baptiſme,$ Private Communion; where we per- 
ccave,thatzin your judgement,Private Baptiſme Sc Com- 
munion,are not anic more chings Indifferent,but neceſſary» 
necefitate praceptizin ſo farre,that the not vſing of them, is a 
contempt of the Means,and a tempting of God. By this 
your Dottrine,furlt, The ſtate of the QueZtion,ancr Pearth 
Articles,is quite altered; for uy and your Aſſociates, did 
ever,to this time, alleadge the Qefton, to be of thinges 
Indifferent: but now ye tinde ſome of them ſo neceſlaric, 
that althothe General! Aſemblie of the K irke, ſhould diſ- 
chargethem,yer ye behoved (till, for conſcience of the 
Comandement of God,to practiſe them. If yee haue the 
ſame an ny of Kneeling before the Elements, and of 
Feitruall Dayes,it commeth ro pale among(it vs, which 
hath beene incident tothe Kirke, in former ages , that 
thinges haue bene firit brought in, as ind:ferent,then vr- 
edas wecefſarie. If Confirmation alſo in your judgement, 
6 not ind;fercear,but neceſſarie, we delire to vnderſtand, 
with what conſcience it hath bene ſlighted,and vrterlie 
negletedby the Prelates, theſe 20 years pa(t > and how 
it is;that yee have carried ſo ſmall regard to the Canon of 
the Kirke, and A of Parliament, and to the benefite of 
young Children,asnot to require,vrge, S& preile the pra- 
ctiſe thereof, both in your own Charge,and rhroaghout 
the whole Kirke? This would ſeem to be partiall dealing, 
to prefle ſome Ceremwmies,and negle Þ orher args 
both by the ſame Cxwon of the Kirk, & A7 of Parliami:, 
are appointed.2,Ye doe hereby condema the practiſe of 
the Kirke of Scorlan4, fromthe tinc of Reformation, till 
Pearth AJem)licand put no ſmull gailcinellevp3n her 
Reformed 
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Reformed Kirksywho vie not thatat al;but rather abſtain 
from it,as Fr gue pa ye now doe profeſſe,to be ſo 
neceſſarie. 3. We wiſh you wiſelieto confider,whence ic 
is,and what can bee the true cauſe, that yee livingin that 
part of the kingdom,ſhould be more preſſed by the peo- 
ple,withthe practiſe of Private Bepniſme,and Commuion, 
chanall cheKirks inthe kingdom belide,where theſe 29 
years paſt,rarelie anie ſuch motion hath bene made: is ir 
not becauſethat Popery prevaileth chere,and the people 
haue a ſuperſtitious conceat df Bapriſm and Common, as 
abſdintelie neceſſarie to Salvation; as if GOD had tyed His 
grace tothe. Seraments; and children dying without By 
t:fme, and others without their lait Yiarxeum,did cond? 
Thus ye miniſter the Sacraments in private, as meceſſarie, 
N wa how Precepti; and the people ſeeme to deſire, and 
reccaue them,as weceſſarie, V eceſiitate meder: an Evil very 
curable, in that citie where the Aſſemblies of the people, 
for pablicke worſbep,are frequent, wherein the Sacrements 
might bee miniſtred frequentlic anough, with great fo- 
lemnitie,and edificarion. 4.Andr h we doe not de» 
nye, but Baptiſme privatelie miniſtred, by the Miniſter of 
CHRIST, according to the I»ſtitxtion, be true Baptiſme, 
and,rhat a childe thus privatelic baprized,bce not to bee 
baptized again,(altho it be true alſo;rhar provace wy 6-4 
maketh way to this Errewy of Re-baptizing: yer we 

thar the neceſſiric of the Commuement, eth only for 
Baptiſm'in publick, ſince no Precept requireth 
bur when the miniſtration thereof can bee had orderlics 
with all the circumſtances requiſire;zwhereof rhisis one, 
Thar it be miniſtred 1m che preſence of thar vitible Kirk, 
whereof the children are tro bee members:for not onlie 
the miniſter of Beptiſm, and rhe parents ofthe children, 
but the Congregar:on allo hath incereſt in the bapriſme of 
everie member that entercth in their comunion: which 
therefore,ouphttobeapublick attion,no lefle thanrhe 


cutting off of a rottEtmember, by Excommucation,002H5 
- tobe 
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©o be done publicklie. 5.It is known;that prove! fe 
ach bred, and foſtered the Opinion of Abſolure = fie 


of Bapriſme, of Baptiſme by women, and privat. perſons, of 
Laptiſm by ſuppoſition-,&C. and, that rhe miniſtration of 
che Sacramenteszin private places, hath beene, and is, the 

readie way to bring people to the contempt and negleR 

of the Sacramentes 1n publick, and to the prophanation 

chereof in private.6. When all che forms of miniſtration 

of Baptiſm{hall be compared,both that of the e Ancient 

Kirke.keeping Eaſter,6 Pentecoft,for the ſolemne times 

of Baptiſme, and the other of the Popiſb kirke, and other 

kirks,not wel purged of the dregs of Poperie,miniſtring' 
Baptiſm and Commons at all times,in private lm 
betore few perſons; it ſhalbe found;that no better courſe 

could bee taken,gthan that which harh beene wilſclic ap- 

pointed and obſerved,in the Kirke of Scotland, ſince the 

Reformation;that the Sacraments be miniſtred in the ordi- 
narie meetings of GOD'S People;vnto which they had 
regard, & not vnto the places of materiall kirks: which 
we adde,leſt anie ſhould thinke,that we entertained anic 

ſuperſtitious conccat of places , 


To the fift. 

T the firſt Exception, wee haue even now anſwered, 
A andnecdtoadde no farder, concernin g private Bap- 
toſm and Commnion. 2. We looked, that your Argument,ad 
hominem;bad bene cloaſed in the fourth Reply, and wiſh, 
what ye had to ſay,againlt the Disþmte, of Popiſh Engliſh 
Ceremoniesy Or anie other Trearsſe of that kynd,or anie of 
vs in particular,had bene kept to another time: for,wold 
any of vs,rctule to ſweare the Short (onfeſiion, becauſe ye 
baue expounded ſome Articles thereof, contrarie to our 
mynd? Our deſire is,that ye keepe your own meaning of 
the Negarime Confeftion,and we Ro ours,according to 
our diver{e meaſures of light; 8,that both ſides promiſe, 
 Forbearanceaas 15 required in theCopenantzwhich may ve= 
ric well 
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rie well ſtand both with your meaning , and ours: of 
ours, there is no queſtion ; and of yours, there needeth 
none to be moved by you,ſince ye rhink them indifferent: 
and therfore,in ſuch a caſe,may promiſe,to forbear them. 
From this ground,8& from the different vſe of the word 
Dyſciplme, and Policie, it is ealie to anſwere , both your 
Sorues;and Dilemma: for the Late Covenants bindeth you 
to keep the Former,according tothe c6mon meaning of 
the Swbſcriberszand not according to your Interpretation 
or ours, in particular : and the horns of: your Dilemmas 
. may berurned about againſt your ſelues: for we aske of 
you, Unto which of the members of the Diſtinttion doe 
ye reterre Epiſcopacie, and the Articles of Pearth? if they 
were abjurcd for ever,before Pearth Aſſemblie,how is it 
that yee haue admitted and practized them, ſince that 
ryme; for this were perjwrie? And if they were not abju- 
red, but by the Short Confeſſion were left indifferent, why 
may ye not,for anie impediment ye haue from that Con- 
feftton, forbeare now the practiſe of them ? Wee looked 
not for Yelitations of this ſort, which the change of Comg- 
miſioners ſent ynto you,miyhrt have prevented, bur for 
ſome ſolide 8 graue reaſons, why ye could not fubſcribe 
the Covenant, whether preſented trom our hands,or the 
handes of others, our Learned and Reverend Brethren, of 
your practiſe and udgement,who might haue bene ſent 
vnto you in our place. In the meane time,becauſe manic 
are intangled with the word of Diſciplime,and Policie,we 
deſire the Reader to remember,that ſometime the word 
is taken for the Rule of Governament of the Kirke,and cen= 
ſure of Manners, by Office-bearers appointed by Chriſt, 
and thus it is vnchangeable: ſome times for the (onſtita- 
tions of Councels,and Atts of Parliament,about matters of 
Rel:gionzand thus it is alterable,or conſtant, according to 
the nature of particular Objetts: 8& thirdlie;it is taken for 
the ordering of the circumſtances, to bee obſerved in all 
actions Diyane; and Humane s and thus it is variable. We 
Cher 6 appcalc 
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appcale with you, tothe indifferent Reader, whois judi- 
cious, whether ir bee necef{arie for your Subſcription, to 
know our Opinion of ſuch Rites and Ceremontes,as are not 
of Divine Inſtuution-. Wee haue reaſon, (fur anie thing 
'. that ever we heard to the contrarie, theſe 20 years paſt) 
to cleaue vnto the wordes of the Covenant, concernin 
ſuch Rites as are broghtinto the Kirk,wirhout,or againl 
the word of GOD. The Bleſiing of Marriage(now the fſe- 
cond time inſtanced)we conceauegneither to be circum- 
ſtance, it being ncither time, place, order of doing, nor 
anic ſuch thing,nor a Ceremome properlie ſo called,more 
than the Bleſſing of the people, comanded in the Law, & 
practiſed beture the Law, or praying for a Bleſſing vpon 
the Ordinance of God, that.it may be ſanctified vnto His 
People: wee neyther exalt Marriage fo high, as withthe 
Papiſtes, to think it a Sacrament ; nor doe wee abaſe it ſo 
Jow,as to think it a Patt;on or Contratt,mcerelie Cipill, it 
being the Covenant ob GOD, which canot be diflolved 
by conſent of the parties, as other Cwill (omrattes may 
be:and therfore,as wee will not vſe it wt r{titiouſlic, ac- 
cording to the pracſcripr of the Service booke ; ſo will we 
not for the abuſe of Popery,altho it were a Pattion meer- 
lie Civill, it being ſo imporrant, with-hold Ecclefiaſticke 
Benediftion from it, 
To the ſixt. 


g'- ENCE carricth ſometimes the appearance of {on- 
ſem,lometime it is from weakneſle; & ſince ye know 
alſo, that ir may at ſometimes come from wiſdome, and 
moderation ; why doe yce not rather keepe ſilence your 
ſclues, than make ſuch an Interpretation = 06m We de- 
nyc not, but Drymes, both Ancient and Moderne , are a- 
gainſt vs, concerning the lawfulneſſe of the things con 
traverted:but we withall affirme,firſt, That Divines,both 
Ancient and Moderne, are againſt you alſo; and both may 
be true,for both are but Propoſitions Indefinite,in a matter 
cenmingent. 2, That almoſt all Dipmes vniverſallic are for 


vs, and 


ons, Wh and for the Forbearance of thinges indifferent, in ſuckia 
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caſe, which is the point vrged by vs, and cleared before. 
Secondlie, we denye not,bur he Oath containeth manie 
ether Articles, but concerning that of the Novations al- 
readie introduced, if ye could believed vs,8& ſo ma» 
nie thouſands as haue ſubſcribed,it containeth no more, 
bur the forbearance of them,for a tyme; neither can anie far- 
ther be extorted from the tenor of the {ovenat it ſelf, ac+ 
cording to yuur grounds. If yee will interpret it accors 
ding tothe meaning which yee thought it had the laſt 
year,& which we vrge you not ro change: & to promiſe 
Forbearance,can neither be cotrarie to that duetie which 
- ow to your flock, nor be diſobedience to Authority, 
a meane to edific God's People,&obedience to God, 
To the ſeaventh. « 
IssT, The Reaſon propounded in the 7 Demand, for 
refuſin 8 your Swhſer 10n,becauſe ye ſuppoled Peerth 
Articles to haue beene abj ured, as Pop:ſb, is aniwered to 
the full,and impediment put our of your way. This other 
that ye propound,c6cerning our conception & meaning 
of the Short Confeſ1ion-, way be as eaſilie removed, if ye 
will once belieue, that wee vrge not vpon you our mea» 
ning, burleaue you to your own, till the matter bee exa- 
- minedin an Aſſemblie.2.Ye cal ſome of thoſe Noyationty 
weceſſarie ; but without warrand of that Aſſemblie which 
cocluded the,as indifferent,& al the reſt you will have to 
be Laxdable:thus by progreſle of tyme, chin formerlie 
Indifferent, become Neceſſarie;and what was but Lawfull 
before,8& had much adoe to gain that reputation,is now 
become Lawdable; where yee plainlie diſcover the cauſe 
of your vnwillingnes to ſubſcribe,not ſo much to be the 
comandement of Axthoriie, as the neceſſitic and excel» 
lencie of the things c6manded, Till ye,therfore,change 
this opinion, ye cinot promiſe Forbearance, neither v 
our dealing,nor at the comandement of Authoritiezaith 
Forbearance ſhould ſerue for the peace of the Kirke, 
kingdome, | . Torbs 


24 To the erpht. 
IssT, We remit the Reader to our —_— and your 
__ hich, we hope,ſhall be found no (onfutation. 
2.W« obſerue, That ye haue not anſwered our Argumer, 
for our Swearing the Defence of the King, and his Amthori- 
rie,wich a $ deb which ye call a Limitation; wherin 
we haue followed the Confeſiton of Faith, ratified in Pay 
liament,the King's Confeſs10n, and Att of Parliamety vpon 
which ye will not do well, to faſten ſo foule Imputations, 
and put ſo hard Conſtruttions, as ye doe,vpon vstor infſer- 
ting in our. (orenant, what they haue faid beforc vs.If our 
Specification be right, why cenſure you it? If it be wrog, 
why faſten ye not your cenſures vpon the Fowntain from 
which itis derived>The Loaltie of our Intentios,to main- 
tain the King's perſon,and honour, is ſo fully expreiled, that 
it hath given contentto thoſe who are neareſthis Maje- 
tie: 2 wee ſhould wrongznor onlie them, but alſo the 
Covenant,and the Subſcrybers thereof,if wee ſhould make 
newe Declarations to others, of greater Diſtance , who 
wrong both the King, and themſelues, in craving them. 
.To doe with a Dowbting Conſcience, is a grievous ſinne; 
ut to make and multiplic Doaubres, far hindering a good 
worke, andto oppor againſt a ſhyning Light , is noleſle 
grievous.Ye ſpake before of a 7 ©. now ye haue 
added Preciſelie;as if the naming of one Dwetie,were the 
excluding of all other Daeties.We all, by our Oath of Al. 
leadgeance,by his EM ajeſties lawes,and by other Obligations, 
acknowledge, that wee owe many other Dweries to the 
King, which were verie impertinent to expreſle in this 
pa 4. What kynd of Conference ye meane,whether 
y word or writ, wee know not; but(while wee were a- 
mongl(t you) yee know what notice you were pleaſed ts 
Fake of vs; and we hauc no delight, to reſent it, 


To the ninth. 
IxsT,We arc aſhamed,to draw this Rug-ſaw of Con- 
rentian,to and tro,ina continuall Reciprocation, con- 
cerning the Forbearance of Pearth Articles.and therfore, 
torbearing 
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forbearing to doe ſo anie more,we referre the Reader to 
our former eAnſweres.2.Ws doe not affirm,that the on. 
lie Reaſon, why Kneeling was appointed, was becauſe all 
memory of Sperſtition was paſt. :There be indeed other 
Reaſons expreſled in che A2;but ſuch as the Amthors ther. 
of may be aſhamed of,as both perverting the Text, Plal. 
95, as making Kneeling to bee neceſſarie, in cverie part of 
GOD'S Worſhip, andas giving matter to manie Treati- 
ſes,proving Kneeling before the Elemets,to be Idolatrie,ac- 
cording to the A#,vnto which we now referre you: but 
this we ſay, (whichis manifeſt by the A it ſelfe) that in 
the'caſe of preſent SwperſtitionÞ,or feare therof,all other 
Reaſons had not bene forcible, tro enforce K neeling then, 
nor can haue force to continue Kneeling now, This feare 
hath bene great;this yeare bypaſt, throughout the king- 
dome, by reaſon of hs manie Superſtitions of the Service 
booke, which,it may be, yee no more acknowledge, than 
ye doe the ſuperſtitious diſpoſiti of the people, becauſe 
they are not that which they were at ule crime of Refor- 
mation, 3. Wee would heare what «Malice it ſelfe can. 
ſay agaynſt the wordes of the Proteftation,That it ſhall bee 
law full 1mto 15,10 defend Religion, & the King's Amhoritiey 
in defence thereof,and everie one of v5 of anther, in that cauſe 
of maytayning __ and the K ing's foes Anthoritiey 
and to appoynt,and bolde Meetings, to that. ende; Iyke as our 
Proceedmges have bene in themſelues moſt neceſſarie and 
orderlic meanes, agreeable to the Lewes and Prattiſe of 
this Kirke and Kingdome,to be comended,as Reall Due- 
ries of faythfull Chriſtians, loyall Subjectes, and ſenlible 
members of the bodie of the Kirke and Kingdome, and 
tende to no other ende, but to the preſervation of Keli- 

ion, & mayntenance of the King's Authoritie, To your 

meerrogatours, (which ye ſceme to propone, rather to be 
Snares to vs,than for Satisfaftion to your ſelues) wee an- 
ſwere once for allin generall, Thatif this were rhe op- 
portunitic of that Di/Þwmration, eo hall be found to de- 


nye 


26 ANSWERES 
nye aotiogents Anathoritie of that which the word of 
GOD;the Law of Nature,and Nations,the As of Par- 
liament;theſe Royaliſt;,ſound Divines,and Loyall Subjetts, 
give vnto Kinges and Princes, GOD'S Fuce-Gerents on 
earth; andthar not from reſpe& to our ſelues, but to the 
Ordinance of GDD, by whom Kings reygne. But ſeeing 
ſo oft, and ſoinſtantlie, you prefle vs in this poynt, y2e 
force vs mutuallie to propone to you ſuch Queſtions, as» 
it may be,ye wil haue no great delight toanſwere,1.We 
delire to ynderitand of you, Whether ye allow, or diſal- 
low, the Service booke, and booke of Canons? If ye diſallow 
them, as an [nmovarion of Religis, why hauc ye nor eyther 
joyned in Supplication with chi re(t of the Kingdome, or 
made a Swpplicatio of your owne,agayn(t them,or ſome 
other way teſtified your Diſlyzke > Next z Whether it be 
inent for men of your Place and Qualitie, to moue 
Lneſtions of State,touching The power of Princes,and Li- 
berties of Subjetts,after his Xlajeſties Commi)ſſioner,8 wiſe 
States-men,haue receaved Satzsfattion of the Subjettes, for 
ſappreſſing ſuch motions as yours > 3. Whether doe the 
. Subſcryvers more tendet his Majeſties Honour,by ſappo- 
*ſing his conſtancie, in Profeſ:on of Religion, & equitable 
Di/þofitionin miniſtration of fu#Fe; or ye, who ſuppoſe 
hee ſhall fall vpon his Religiow and Loyal Subjettes, with 
force of Armes, contrarie to both? \4, Whether the joy- 
ning of the whole Kingdome, in the Subſcription of the 
Covena't.,or the entertayning of Diviſion, by your Wry- 
ting, Preaching,and Threaming of _ people, otherwyſe 
willing to joyne, be a more readie eMC :aneto ſettle the 
preſent Commotions of the Kirke,and Kin gdome?5.If the 
Prelates,8 their Followers, labouring to incroduce Popery 
inthe Land,make a Faon by them(elues, or as the Gui- 
fransin France,did abuſe his Majeſties name, in execution 
of the bloodie Decrees of Trent, (which GO D forbid) 
we aske, Whether in ſuch a Caſe,the lawfall defence of 
the bodice ofthe Kingdom:;agaynRt ſuch a Faftion, bee # 


reſiſting 


F 


ANSWERES. 27 


f _ of the Magiftrate, and a taking Armes agaynit the 
Lag / affirmsir to be, is not ehis! ro take wich « 
Fattion, _— their owne endes, agaynſt the Common- 
wealth of the Kirke, and Kingdome, and Honour cf the 
King? ye ſay not, Why then find ye fault with our Pro- 
teftation, of Defending the Religion, Liberties, and Lawes of 
the Kingdomef the King's uthoritie, in defence thereof, 
and everie one of 13 of another,& in that cauſe, as if it were 
an vnlawfull Combination agaynſt Authoritie? 6, Whether 
doe yecthinke Chriſtian Magiſtrates to be of ſo abſolure 
and vnbounded power,notwithſtanding of anie Promiſe 
or Patton made with the Swbjetts at their (oronation,or of 
anie Lawe made for eſtabliſhing their Rel:gion and Liber- 
ries;that there is nothing left, but ſuffering of eMartyr- 
dome, inthe caſe of publicke Invaſion, of their Religion & 
Liberties?If ye thinke, that anie Defenc e, is lawfull, why 
miſconſtrue yee the Sbſcryvers of the Covenant? If not, 
'how can ye be free of Flatrerie,and of ſtirring vp Princes 
agaynſt their loyall Subjes,tor ſuch ends as your ſelues 
know beſt> We verilie belicue, that ye ſhall report ſmall 
thanks,eyther of ſo good & juſt a King,or of ſo duerifull 
Subjects, for entering within theſe Liſts. Ir is ——— 
that ſuch Nueſtions be agitated in the Schooles,and that 
with as great prudencie,6& as circumſpectly as may be. 


To the tenth, Rl . 

Irſt, yee take vs in our 4 Replye to bee the penners © 
the Wm and yet will n. cr wreſt the wordes of 
it,to your owne meaning, than receaue the Interpretation 
thercof from vs: for wee prejudge not your libertie of 
conception of that ſhort Confeſ/ion , but permit it to your 
ſclues, whatſoever may be thc private meaning of ſome 
who haue ſubſcryved; yet there 15 nothing in the Lare In- 
terpretation that condemneth the Articles of Pearth » and 
Epiſcopacie, as Popiſh Novarions. Ye may voyce and rea- 


ſon in an Aſſemblic as freelie concerning them, and give 
y 
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_ udgement of them, without prejudice » notwithz 
{tanding of your Oath,according to your owne grounds, 
as you would haue done at the Aſſemblie of Pearth.2, We 
hope yce bee nor ſo ignorant of the eſtate of the Kirke, 
neyther will wee judge ſo vncharitablie, as to thinke you 
fo corrupt, that in your opinion there is nothing hath en- 
tred in the Kirke, ſince that tyme, deſigned by you, be- 
ſide Epiſcopacie, and eArticles of Pearih, which can bee 
chought prejudiciall ro the Libertie and Pwritie of the 
Goſpell, 
To the eleventh. 
r{t, yee finde fault with vs, that wee haue not ypon 
** this occaſion , given you that reſtimonie which wee 
Owe £0 you, of your ſinceritie, in profeſiing the Trueth, and 
therefore, to ſupplic our defects , haue taken an ample 
Teſtimonie to your ſelues, of pames in Diſputing, im Wr)- 
ting, and Preaching againſt Poperie, in proceſſing of Papiſtr 
and in doing all things which can bee expetted rw the moſt 
zealous, of frequent prayers to GOD,of humbling your ſelues 
before Him, of your holineſſe of Lyfe, and Converſation, &C. 
which haue made vs who were deſirousto heare that Te- 
Gimome, rather at the mouthes of others,that wee mighr 
bee no more challenged as deficient'in that kynde , but 
give vnto you your deſerved prayſe., to inquyre in mat- 
ters ; wherevpon , if wee would belicue the report of 
others, wee hare, that for all your paynes, Papiſtes, and 
Perſons Popiſhlie affected, are multiplied, and Papiſtrie 
increaſed in your towne, more than in anie other rowne 
of the Kin af ane no lefſe vnder your Minittrie,than 
anietyme before, ſince the Reformarion; that there bee in 
private houſes eAeſſes, (rucifixes,& other monuments 
of [delatyie;that yee have not manie converts from Pope- 
r;e, that qe and ve countenanced there; that 
your People at home,and your Magiſtrates abroad,com- 
ghayes that yee are but too ſparing of your paynes in 
reaching, and often fill your places with Novices : = 
| 


this wee are ſparing to belieuc, and wiſh , that the not 
imploying of your Tongues, and Pennes , in defence of 
the Service Booke and Canons , which are ſo peſtred with 
Poperie, ( it the feedes of Romiſh Herefie,Superſtuion, Ido- 
latrie, and Papall tyrannie, cone vnder that cenſure ) and 
your willingneſſe to joyne with the Kirke and K imgdome, 
in Faſting and Humiliation,had beenc alſo Teſtimonies of 
your {inceritic agaynſt Poperie. 2, The laudable meanes 
ct Preachmp; Praying, &c, which wee wiſh may bee (till 

in all fayrhfulnetle vſed by you, may verie well agree 

with thc renewing of our Covenant with God; and both 

being joyned, have, in a ſhort tyme paſt,produced more 

por crtull eftedtes, to the comfort of manic thouſandes, 

than all our Prayers and Preaching hath done for a long 

tyme bcforc: which teſtifie, That, as it is warranded by 

the Word of GOD.;ſfo the motion hath proceeded from 

GOD: All the Arguments and Subtilties that can be devi- 

ſed, will never make a People , ( who at this tyme haue 

found GOD dwelling, and working in their heartes) to 

thinke the contraric, 3. The naturall inclinatis of people 

to Poperie,and the perſwaſion of others, of their diſpoſi- 

tion , may make the people to conceaue other wayes of 
the Service booke,and {anons,that ere it be long, they may 
be brought in,mm a fayre and legall way:and therefore, it is 
neceſſarie, for preventing of thoſe, and other Evitls of 
that kyndcy:hat the Swbjettes joyne ina Covenanboth for 
themiclues, and their Poſteririe, 


To the twelft. 
&$T; WE hanec ever preached according to our mea» 
ſure,and hauc given example of Reyerence to Anthori- 
tie,and the LORD'S Service : but we neyther ack now- 
ledge the »ſurped authoritie of prelates , for Lawfull Au- 
thoritie , nor the Service booke , for the LORD'S Ser- 
vice. Andthereforezit was ſo much the more intollerable 


for the Prelates, without Authoritic from the Kirke, or 
H Parlians 
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Parliament , to bring inthe Service booke into GOD'S 
owne Houſe,vpon the LORD'S owne Day. Which ma- 
keth it nothing ſtrige, that people zealous of the Traeth, 
and of the Service of GOD,were (tirred vp,to oppole: 8& 
we are very contident;that theſe who haue oppolcd, doe 
beare as loyall reſpect to the Kings Majeſtic,and will bee 
as loath to vecks him to juſt wrath, as their Oppoſites 
are. In the meane tyme, why doc yce not acknowledge, 
that, the childre were higher provoked to wrath, by the 
Prelates, whom ye account Reverend and Hole Fathers? 
2.As the preſervation of our owne private Poſſef:6, from 
Invaſion of others , belongeth to our ſclucs , vnderrhe 
King's Protettion;lo the keeping of GOD'S Houle,from 
Pollarion,and Superſtition,belongerh to Authoritie;to the 
Commnitie of the Faythfull, and to everic one in his owne 
Place,& Order. 3. We tolde you before, That we did no 
more allow Yiolences of that kynde,nor we did allow the 
foule 4fFerſions of Rebellion, Hereſie,Schiſme,8& Perjuriey 
pur vpon the Noble-men, (8 remnant {ovenamers.) And 
where ye aske of vs, Why theſe Twmwelrs are not publick- 
lie by vs condemned, and rebuked 2 wee aske agayne of 
you,why ye did not condemne and rebuke ſuch dealing, 
fince that is nolefle Tran; greſſion,both agaynſt the ſixt & 
nynth Command, than the other is agayntt the ſixt > And 
whereas ye are now ſo peremproriezin drawing a Decla- 
ration from vs, anſwerable to that which ye haue given 
concerning the forcſayde Afperſions and Calunmies, wee 
having no Comifiion, todeclare the myndes of others 
in this poynt,or to giue Documents, for our owne private 
gudgement, doe hcartilic diſallow everie Wrong of chat 
kynde.As for the Aro LoG1zE of D. loun FoxBts Or 
Cox Stſccing the Wrong hath bene done not vnto ſome 
few particular nw” thay as ye ſay have bene wroged 
by ſome of the people ; but vnto the bodie of the King- 
dome,conſiſting of Noble-me, Barons,8&c.who are high- 
| lic offended hereby, it were in vs Preſumption, and 
without 
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without the bounds of our Calling,totake V$;tO re- 
Ccaue ane Declaration of that kynd, eſpeciallic wherin {i 
manie thinges are reproveable ; as firſt, That his = 
ipeaches were occationed by ſome Printed Books, affir- 
ming,that Epiſcopacie,8 Pearth Articles, were antichri- 
|tia,S& abominable. Suppoling it were true,did he thinke 
the Noble-men,and whole (ovenanters, to be the Authors 
of thoſe Books? And was this dealing agreeable to thar 
Chriſtian meckneſſe ſo much requyred of vs before > The 
Wryrters of theſe Printed Bookes, are not the firſt who 
haue ſpoken ſo: For Malter Knox ſpared not, (ina Let- 
ter of his)to call this K neeling,:A Diabolicall Invention, Se- 
_— of forbearance of the prattiſe of Pearth 
Articles, and the ( onfirmation of the ſayd Dottrine, which 
we neyther deny,nor affirme, to be imported inthe Olde 
Covenant, but onlic in the Interpretation thereof, wee de- 
clare, 'That Promiſe is onlic made, to forbeare for a tyme, 
doth nor deſcrue fo bitter a (enſre as this Apologie 
reth vp6 vs. 3.If the King's Majeſtie,{ouncel,orthe Sub« 
jefts of Scotland, had asked his Opinion, and Adyyce, hee 
might haue vſed the greater liberrie. 4. It is ill apologi- 
zedto call it a holie indignation; 8&worle defended,ſince it 
is ſuch a wrath,as worketh not the Nm—__ of GOD, 
.Wheras he deſircth to be accountedin t po of . 
heſe, qui proficiendo ſcribunt, & ſcribendo: proficiuuts WEE 
po” Fith-r rhe da profited betrer þ C aoting, than 
he hath done by wryting his [renicum. firſt, 8& now this 
his Warning, after his Irenicam: for which if he make no 
berter Apologie,than confeſſing Afperitie of words, pro- 
ceeding from an holie indignation, it will come to ſe 
of his Apologie, as it fared with his [renicum,ynto which 
was app iced htlic 3 what was ſ poken in thel | ke calc, 
eAut fabrum forceps aut ars ignars fefellt 
tuenmmy voluit cudere cudit £g4ve 
6. Whercas yee deſire vs, to doe the lyke , if yee mcanc of 
vs perſonallie , wee haue declared our judgement , 
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ſhall bee carefull ro approue our ſclues ro GOD, and the 
conſciences of all men, in everic ſuch duetie : and if yee 
meane vs, and thoſe that ſent vs , wee ſhall not ftayle ro 
report vnto them, what yee delire, aitho our Commiſſion 
from you had bene the more acceptable, if ye had {poke 
more reverentlie of our Confeſi:on and Covenant,than yee 
haue becne pleaſed ro doe ; inthe words of == detire, 
and lad put your hand vntothe Covenant; which would 
preſentlic have joyned vs in a greater Afﬀettion, 8 made 
way for vnion in judgement , and perteet peace, which 
is the deſire of our Soules. | 


| To the thirteenth, 
T3 pretended a threetolde Scandall, which fhould 
follow vpon your Subſcription: 1.Thc Scandall of Diſ- 
ſenting from other Reformed Kirkes,and famous Diyynes, 
2. The Scandall of Diſſenting from Amthorutie, 3, The 
Scandall of Perjurie. Wee antwered, That the contraver= 
ted words of the Covenant becing rightlic conccaved,and 
incerpreted according to their true meaning, &nct after 
the gloſſe which yec have put ypon them, doe pur you 
out of danger of all the three Scandals, which yee ſeeme 
to acknowledge of the firſt rwo , and may by the lyke 
reaſon acknowledge of the third,of Perjmrie, We diſpute 
not of the lawfulneſſe of the Oath given at your Admiſe 
fon, by what Authoritie it was exacted, with what con- 
ſcience it was given , nor how yee can anſwere for the 
© Scandallriſentherevpon: bur conceaving it according to 
ou owne grounds, none _ will ſay, that yee haue 
worne the perperuall Approbation and Prattiſe of theſe 
things which yee eſtecme yo bee Indifferent, whatſoever 
bad conſequent of Poperie , [dolatrie , Snperſtition, or 
Scandall (hould follow therevpon : we ſpeake heere on- 
licofthinges Indifferent, in your owne judgement ; for 
yee have declared before , that yee thinke the Afiniſtra- 
w10n of the Sacraments in private places, no more — 
an 
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and therefore, can not forbeare the 
your Ordinarie, and other lawfull Superiowrs, 


you to doe ſo; wherein Peerth Aſſemblie, for which you 
itand, is wronged by you two wayes: 1. That yee differ 
in judgement trom them, about the ndifferencie of the 
five Articles; and next,that at the will of your Ordinarit, 
and wee knowe not what other lawful! Superioures, yep 
are readie to forbeare the practiſe of theſe rhings which 
the Aſemblie hath appoynted to bee obſerved, What 
Oathez yee haue given at your Admiſiion, wee know not, 
becaule there is no Ordinance made; Ciyill,or Eccleſraſtich, 
appoynting anie ſuch Oarh;and becauſe the Pre/4te;,who 
arrogated thar power , preſented ro rhe intrants diverſe 
models of Arricles, to be ſubſcryved, dealing with ſome 
more hardlie, and with others more favoutablic, accor- 
ding to their owne diverſe motiues, and conſiderations, 
For 1ome immediartelie after Pearth Aſſemblie, withour 
"anie warrand from che Kirke or Pa/tiarirmic; yert made 
to ſweare at their Admiſſion,that they ſhould both in pri- 
vate and publicke maintaine Ep:ſcopall Furiſdiction,and ih 
their private and publicke prayers,commend the Prelares 
to Gods mercifull Prote&ion; that they ſhould ſubje& 
theſelues to the Orders that preſentlie were in the kirke, 
or by the conſent of the (aid Kirke, ſhould bee lawfuttie 
eſtabliſhed. The word lawfullie, was not inthe Prinicipall 
firlt ſublcryved, (as we haue leatned)and if it had beene 
exprelt;itis all one,for the Swperiors were judges to this 
lawfulnc[ſe and vwlawfulneſſe. Wee will not labour to re- 
cdcile every Oath given by Manſters;at their entric with 
the preſent Covenant; but wilh,8 exhort rather,thar t 
may be recalled, and repented of, as thinges for whic 
they can not anſwere before a Generall Aſſemble. 
To the fourteenth. 
JF the wordsof the Copenaxr bee plaine, oncerning the 
* meere forbearance,& ſpeak ng of che wplaw fines, 
no man's.thonghts can make a change: 2, 7 this Pep 
ye wrong youriclues, in forgih 8 co the wor NOTES 
Ly , 
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MAI > 2p 66 and drawing tumbling blockes in your 
one Ws inceyout Sh Zr yoronk $ub. 
ag in changing the tate of che queſtion, and tn ma- 
Ing 3 divorce betwixt Religion and rhe K ng's Authoritie, 
which the Covenat joyneth together,hand-in-hand: and, 
. moſt of all,ye wrog the Kings Majeltie,in bringing him 
vp9 the Stage, before his ſubjefts, in whoſe minds ye wold 
beger,& breede, [+ wÞcis,of oppoſing the Trueth,c making 
3movation of Religion,and of dealing with his ſubjefts,cotrary 
ro his laws & Proclamations,&citrary to the Oath at his Coro- 
natio,We are not here ſceking mſcitiz xpyr Pug4ler, or ſtar- 
41g hale of 1gnoraces orof the [1 malle(t al» yalt 'y of affettio; 
* bur would willinglie decline that far the preſent, which 
neither hisMajeſties wiſdome;ner the prudice of Sates- 
wen,nor the modeltic of good ſwbjefts, will allow you or 
vs to diſpute. The Crowns and Sceprers of kings, would be 
mem pagers ——__—_ the ordinaric tubj _ E 
Schople, Di/pmtes. The naked naming ,& bare propolall 0 
- certaine Swppoſiteor,ſuch(as "tet made by Ko nor 
but reflex vpon Awithoririe, & ſound harſh in fb; cares of 
all hisMajcſties good ſubjects, who wiſhrhat he may loug 
and profþerouſly =—_ over v5 3.His Majeſtics moſt | Few. 
rable Pripie Comnſell, hath proven more fayorable to this 
canſe,0 — the Reformed Religin,than manic Pa- 
ſtars, whom by realon gf theirPlacy 8 Calling,it beſeemed 
to. goe before ochers;& altho according to their wonred 
cultome,they gaue warrad;to make his Majeſtics Procla- 
mation, yet 0n good groundes, remonſtrated vnto them 
by the Supplicants , they willinglie refuſed their Appro- 
bazis therof;hoping that his Majeſtic ſhould be moved ro 
ive greater ſatisfation thereafrer : and this is not our 
jb but a peblicke daing, before mmanie honorable wit- 
nelles; of which aumber, ſome were directed vnto you; 
whoſe report ye hae no reaſ>n tg call in queltion, 4. Ic 
becamerh vs,t5 julge charitablie of the [nrentions of que 
 Swperiors; & moſt oF a}, of che Intentions of our dread So- 
peraigne,Yet,if char hold good which theS»pplicies _ 
1 offre 
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arcall innovation of Religion, we jſt jon orherwnle 2 _ Ba 
a t ke, than de - 


voditione operts, of the matters conta 
intentione operants,of bs Majefties intention;altho the inten- 
rion of the Prelates,8& their Aſſeciates,the Anthors & Con- 
rr4vers of the Books, be molt juitlic ſuſpeRed by vs.5.lr is 
no delightto vs, and can be but ſmall comfort to you,to 
mention the wrongs, which by you are done to vs all who 
haue joinedin this Covenat, & doe adhere to the Religion 
as it was reformed in this Lend; in your eſtimarion and 
writings,we are rebelliom,perjuredhereticks, ſchiſmaticks, 
blind guids, ſeducers, miſerable interpreters , ignorants: ſhall 
Tuch men as theſe be your Reverend Brethren?ls this your 
wmeekneſſe & charitie? Ts this the duetie ye expect fr vs? 
Bar ſerring theſe aſtde,ye haue wronged vs,in with-hol- 
ding ai, hr” & helpc from ſo good a (avſe,of purging 
Religion, & reforming the Kirke,from ſo many grollc Abu- 
ſes,and oppoling D thoſe who haue modeltlic labow. 
red for Reformatio.Y our ſpeaches in privat,in your cham. 
bers, beds of ſicknes,& in your miffiues, & in publicke,ar 
tables,and in Synods, which are come to our knowledge; 
we wiſh rather ſhould be remembred,8 repented of, 
your ſehues,than be recited by vs,who defire not to wor 
any trouble, 6. Altho there bee x" romp harmonies 
ixt the Word and Works of GOD, contraric to 
that which we find to be among[t che children of men; 
yet often it c6meth to paſſe, that the Word & Warninges 
of GOD, which wee heare with our cares,are not belie- 
ved, rill we behold with our eyes, the plaine Comentaries 
therof,in His Works. Many Proofs,& notable Documents, 
haue bene obſerved of the Finger of GOD, in the Worke 
in hand, the Charatters of the great Workes of GOD'S, 
more than ordinarie Proyidence, lince the beginning, are 
legible here. Th: didrhe LORD begin this work,when 
the Adverſarie was raiſe to a great hight, become i- 
tollerably mſglent. The beginninges were [mall,and in the 


eycs of the world,conteuptiblezluch as vie to be the be- 
ginnings 
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ginnings not ofthe works bf men, bur ofthe Mapnijichs 
Works cf GOD:the power of GOD ſenſible ini the hea 
of many,& manifeſted by thejoy;rhe teares and ries of 
many thouſandes, at the ſolemne renewing of this Covenants 
hath bene a mattcr of admiration,and amaxemet, never £0 
be forgotten,to many wiſe and ancient Paſtors, and Pro- 
feſſors, who didalſo finde an ynwonted flame, warmin 
their own breaſtszthe plors,6c workings of the Adverſarit, 
haue wrought againſt their own Projetts, & haue ſerved 
for our Ys more than all that haue bene chought,orc 
done by our ſelues z that we may jultly - gin they de- 
vyſed,for evill, the LORD hath turned ro good; manie 


thouſands conveancd, diverſe times, in one place, have 
bene kept in ſuch order,8& quietnes, without the ſmalleſt 
troublezin ſuch ſobernes, & temperance,without exceſle 
or cr,that hardly can Hiſtory furniſh a Paralell:8& what 
effects there be alreadic throughout the Land, of Pietie 


in Domeſticke worſhip, in obſe yg the exerciſes o Religions 


wn publicke,of ſoberneſſe 1m diet and apparell, Sc of righteouſ- 
nefſe and concord, we truſt ſhall be ſenſible by che Bleſſings 


of GOD vpon vs, & ſhall be exemplarie tothe Poſterytig. 
heſe we preſent vnto Foo,and ynto all, as a Comentarie, 
written by the LORD'S own Hand; wiſhing againe;that 
neither ye nor others, be ſoul fighting againſt GOD. 
Who ſo ts wyſe, and will obſerue theſe thinges, even they ſball 
mder ſtand the loying kindues of the LORD, Pal. ro7. 43s 
LORD, when thy hand i lifted vp.they will not ſee;but they 
ſhall ſee,Cr be aſbamedsfor their enyye at the people, Iſ.26.11, 
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